ARCTIC - NORTHWEST PASSAGE: EPIC HIGH ARCTIC
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INTRODUCTION
For centuries, intrepid explorers were determined to ﬁnd the Northwest Passage, the
fabled and often fatal route of icy channels connecting Europe with Asia. None of their
stories is as enduring as that of Sir John Franklin and his crew, who never returned from
their fateful 1845â46 expedition. The tragic tale has captured the imagination of
history lovers ever since. On this new, 17-day voyage, journey back in time to the height
of arctic exploration. As a modern-day adventurer, navigate the same waters and visit the
same sites that played an important role in the discovery of the sea routeâall from the
comfort of your small expedition vessel, of course!
Though Franklinâs legend will be our focus, spectacular scenery and unique wildlife
abound on this active expedition, which also has you exploring the deep fjords, ancient
glaciers and innumerable icebergs of Greenlandâs west coast. Zodiac cruises and
hiking excursions bring you closer to the raw beauty of lands few have set foot on and
waters few have sailed.

ITINERARY
DAY 1: Arrive in Ottawa, Canada
Your arctic expedition begins in Ottawa. Explore
Canada’s capital city on your own before spending
the night at your well-appointed hotel.
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DAY 2: Fly to Resolute
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This morning, board your charter ﬂight to
Resolute. Upon arrival, you’ll have a chance to
walk around this small arctic town before enjoying
your ﬁrst of many Zodiac cruises as you’re
transferred to your ship.
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DAY 3: Exploring Canada’s High Arctic - Day 3 to 6
Named after explorer Frederick William Beechey,
of the Royal Navy, Beechey Island is a Canadian
National Historic Site. It’s an important stop on our
voyage, as this is the ﬁnal resting place of three
members of Sir John Franklin’s ill-fated 1845–46
expedition to ﬁnd the Northwest Passage.

17 Days
LOCATIONS
Arctic

DAY 7: Exploring Smith Sound - Day 7 & 8
Before saying goodbye to Canada, we’ll try to
cruise as far north as possible, exploring both
sides of Smith Sound, the uninhabited passage
between Ellesmere Island and Greenland.

DAY 9: Qaanaaq, Greenland
Your ﬁrst stop in Greenland is Qaanaaq, formerly
known as Thule, one of the northernmost towns in
the world (there’s a reason ancient philosophers
called it Ultima Thule, or “edge of known
territory”). Here, local Inuit share their culture and
traditions, and the museum sheds more light on
what it’s like living near the top of the world.
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DAY 10: At Sea
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As we sail south along the west coast of
Greenland, presentations by our on-board experts
will prepare you for the adventures that lie ahead.
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DAY 11: Exploring West Greenland - Day 11 to 15
With spectacular glaciers, soaring fjords and
vibrant communities, the west coast of Greenland
will leave you breathless. As your ship approaches
the shore, you’ll want to be on deck to take in the
incredible view of the twin peaks towering over
the vibrantly painted wooden houses dotting the
rocky terrain below.
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DAY 16: Disembark in Kangerlussuaq
Enjoy one more Zodiac ride to shore, where you’ll
board your charter ﬂight back to Ottawa, Canada.
Upon arrival in Ottawa, we will transfer you to your
included hotel.

DAY 17: Depart Ottawa, Canada
Today, you can make your way home at your
leisure or spend some time exploring this historic
city.

INCLUSIONS & DETAILS
Accommodation

Standard
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Shipboard accommodation
All meals onboard
All scheduled landings/excursions
Guiding and lectures by expedition leader and team
English speaking expedition team
Photographic journal documenting the expedition
Waterproof expedition boots on loan for shore landings
Expedition parka to keep
Coﬀee, tea and cocoa available around the clock
Hair dryer and bathrobe in every cabin
Comprehensive onboard materials, including a map and
an informative Arctic Reader
All miscellaneous service taxes and port charges
throughout the program
All luggage handling aboard the ship
Emergency evacuation insurance to a maximum beneﬁt of
US$500,000 per person

Inclusions
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Exclusions:
**Mandatory Transfer Package
Airfares to/from embarkation and disembarkation city
Visas and passport fees (if applicable)
Travel Insurance
Beverages (other than coﬀee and tea)
Laundry and personal expenses incurred onboard
Gratuities for the crew (recommended US$15.00 per
person per day)
Diﬃculty Rating

2 (light adventure)

Single Surcharge

Available upon request
**2018 MANDATORY TRANSFER PACKAGE - Additional
USD$1,247.50 per person
INCLUDES :
One night’s pre- and post-expedition hotel
accommodation in Ottawa with breakfast
Charter ﬂight from Ottawa to Resolute
Transfers to and from the ship
Charter ﬂight from Kangerlussuaq to Ottawa
Transfers between the airport and hotel in Ottawa

Notes

Price Dependent upon

Season and availability

SUSTAINABILITY
GUIDANCE FOR VISITORS TO THE ANTARCTIC
RECOMMENDATION XVIII-1, ADOPTED AT THE ANTARCTIC TREATY MEETING, KYOTO, 1994
Activities in the Antarctic are governed by the Antarctic Treaty of 1959 and associated
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agreements, referred to collectively as the Antarctic Treaty System. The Treaty
established Antarctica as a zone of peace and science.
In 1991, the Antarctic Treaty Consultative Parties adopted the Protocol on Environmental
Protection to the Antarctic Treaty, which designates the Antarctic as a natural reserve.
The Protocol sets out environmental principles, procedures and obligations for the
comprehensive protection of the Antarctic environment, and its dependent and
associated ecosystems. The Consultative Parties have agreed that as far as possible and
in accordance with their legal system, the provisions of the Protocol should be applied as
appropriate. The Environmental Protocol was ratiﬁed in January 1998.
The Environmental Protocol applies to tourism and non-governmental activities, as well as
governmental activities in the Antarctic Treaty Area. It is intended to ensure that these
activities, do not have adverse impacts on the Antarctic environment, or on its scientiﬁc
and aesthetic values.
This Guidance for Visitors to the Antarctic is intended to ensure that all visitors are aware
of, and are therefore able to comply with, the Treaty and the Protocol. Visitors are, of
course, bound by national laws and regulations applicable to activities in the Antarctic.
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PROTECT ANTARCTIC WILDLIFE
Taking or harmful interference with Antarctic wildlife is prohibited except in accordance
with a permit issued by a national authority.
Do not use aircraft, vessels, small boats, or other means of transport in ways that disturb
wildlife, either at sea or on land.
Do not feed, touch, or handle birds or seals, or approach or photograph them in ways that
cause them to alter their behavior. Special care is needed when animals are breeding or
molting.
Do not damage plants, for example by walking, driving, or landing on extensive moss
beds or lichen-covered scree slopes.
Do not use guns or explosives. Keep noise to the minimum to avoid frightening wildlife.
Do not bring non-native plants or animals into the Antarctic, such as live poultry, pet dogs
and cats, or house plants.
RESPECT PROTECTED AREAS
A variety of areas in the Antarctic have been aﬀorded special protection because of their
particular ecological, scientiﬁc, historic, or other values. Entry into certain areas may be
prohibited except in accordance with a permit issued by an appropriate national
authority.
Activities in and near designated Historic Sites and Monuments and certain other areas
may be subject to special restrictions.
Know the locations of areas that have been aﬀorded special protection and any
restrictions regarding entry and activities that can be carried out in and near them.
Observe applicable restrictions.
Do not damage, remove, or destroy Historic Sites or Monuments or any artifacts
associated with them.
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RESPECT SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH
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Do not interfere with scientiﬁc research, facilities or equipment.
ACTSNPEH
Obtain permission before visiting Antarctic science and support facilities; reconﬁrm
arrangements 24-72 hours before arrival; and comply with the rules regarding such visits.
Do not interfere with, or remove, scientiﬁc equipment or marker posts, and do not disturb
experimental study sites, ﬁeld camps, or supplies.
BE SAFE
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Be prepared for severe and changeable weather and ensure that your equipment and
clothing meet Antarctic standards. Remember that the Antarctic environment is
inhospitable, unpredictable, and potentially dangerous.

DURATION

Know your capabilities and the dangers posed by the Antarctic environment, and act
accordingly. Plan activities with safety in mind at all times.
Keep a safe distance from all wildlife, both on land and at sea.
Take note of, and act on, the advice and instructions from your leaders; do not stray from
your group.
Do not walk onto glaciers or large snow ﬁelds without the proper equipment and
experience; there is a real danger of falling into hidden crevasses.
Do not expect a rescue service. Self-suﬃciency is increased and risks reduced by sound
planning, quality equipment, and trained personnel.
Do not enter emergency refuges (except in emergencies). If you use equipment or food
from a refuge, inform the nearest research station or national authority once the
emergency is over.
Respect any smoking restrictions, particularly around buildings, and take great care to
safeguard against the danger of ﬁre. This is a real hazard in the dry environment of
Antarctica.
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Arctic

KEEP ANTARCTICA PRISTINE
Antarctica remains relatively pristine, the largest wilderness area on Earth. It has not yet
been subjected to large-scale human perturbations. Please keep it that way.
Do not dispose of litter or garbage on land. Open burning is prohibited.
Do not disturb or pollute lakes or streams. Any materials discarded at sea must be
disposed of properly.
Do not paint or engrave names or graﬃti on rocks or buildings.
Do not collect or take away biological or geological specimens or man-made artifacts as a
souvenir, including rocks, bones, eggs, fossils, and parts or contents of buildings.
Do not deface or vandalize buildings or emergency refuges, whether occupied,
abandoned, or unoccupied.
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