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INTRODUCTION
Take on the challenge of the W Trek, one of the world's great treks. A mind-blowing run
of twisted volcanic peaks, tumbling glaciers and aquamarine lakes, it zigzags across the
Cordillera del Paine like a giant W. This is the right trip for energetic people who like to
be active and have a spirit of adventure and a positive attitude. This short version of the
W trek will take you on trails reaching amazing glaciers, lakes, forests and the mighty
Paine Towers, providing constant delight to your trekking-hungry soul!
The EcoCamp Experience
Let yourself experience the first one of its kind in the world - EcoCamp Lodge. Located
in the heart of Torres del Paine National Park, EcoCamp perfectly fits its pristine
surroundings. Modelled on the ancient shelters of the regionâs Kaweskar people, the
dome styled accommodation is made from renewable materials and offers big panoramic
windows to catch as much daylight and reduce electricity usage. The camp is also
powered by solar panels and battery banks help to reduce the negative tourism footprint
in Patagonia and preserve its pristine and uniqueness. While still considering nature,
you can enjoy cozy and spacious domes, socialize during yoga classes or in community
domes with other visitors. In order to cherish the surrounding nature, activities like
multi-sport adventures, wildlife watching and a variety of hiking and walking trails are
provided for your comfort. Eco Camp has many itineraries to choose from, including 7

day W Trek

ITINERARY
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DAY 1: Transfer from Punta Arenas to EcoCamp
This morning you will be met at the airport or
your hotel in Punta Arenas before setting off for
the world famous Torres del Paine National Park.
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DAY 1: Arrival at Eco-Camp

Chile, Patagonia

This afternoon we arrive at the Eco Camp located
inside the park. This well-equipped,
environmentally friendly camp comprises of a
collection of dome structured tents which nestle
perfectly into their surroundings. This evening we
will enjoy a hearty dinner and take advantage of
the camp’s cosy social quarters to meet our
guides and prepare for the adventure ahead.
Overnight at Eco Camp.

DAY 2: Valle Frances
After breakfast, drive through the Torres del
Paine National Park towards Pudeto Dock on the
shores of Pehoé Lake. Here you board the
catamaran that takes you to the north western
area of the lake from where you begin the
challenging trek to Valle Frances (French Valley).
This is a steep hike that comprises the middle
point in the W. The French Valley is considered to
be one of the most beautiful places in the park
and indeed the world. The high altitude valley is
ringed by a curtain of almost vertical rock which
creates an amphitheatre of granite walls and
spires. It is famous for its 360 degree panoramic
views of Los Cuernos, the French Glacier and
Lago Nordenskjold. Overnight at a Refugio.
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DAY 3: Glacier Grey
Today you’ll hike from Refugio Paine Grande
along the shores of mountain-lined Lake Pehoé to
the northern end of glacial Lake Grey. Enjoy a
picnic lunch before boarding the boat to sail to
the blue face of Glacier Grey. There is plenty of
time to marvel at this calving glacier before the
boat continues across Lake Grey weaving its way
through the floating pieces of ice. Once on shore
make your way to the EcoCamp. If the weather
conditions prevent the navigation of Lake Grey, a
hike to Glacier Grey will take place instead. Then
at Pudeto board the catamaran to cross Lake
Pehoé. Overnight at the Eco Camp.
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DAY 4: Torres del Paine
After breakfast, begin your mission to complete
the most famous trekking trail in Torres del Paine
National Park. Walk from the EcoCamp towards
Hostería Las Torres before joining with the
undulating uphill path that takes you to the scenic
Ascencio Valley. From here, follow a steep trail
until the magnificent Towers come into full view,
rising majestically before you with the glacial lake
visible below. This is one of the most breathtaking
sights of the world! Here you have a relaxing
lunch before returning along the same trail to the
Eco Camp. Overnight at the Eco Camp.

DAY 5: Farewell to Torres del Paine
Board an early morning vehicle for your scenic
ride back to Punta Arenas or Calafate.

INCLUSIONS & DETAILS
Accommodation

Trekking Lodge with Tents and Eco Camp
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Inclusions

• All ground transport as indicated in the itinerary
• One expert English/Spanish speaking trekking guide
• Cueva del Milodon and Torres del Paine NP fees
• 3 nights accommodation in EcoCamp standard domes
(shared basis)
• 1 night accommodation at Refugio Paine Grande** (shared
basis in tents) shared bunk cabin upgrades can be booked at
an additional cost subject to availability
• Boat crossing over Lake Pehoe** and Lake Grey**
• Sleeping bag for the mountain refuge camps if needed
• Luggage transport: while trekking you will carry just your
daypack
• Meals:
day 1: L, D
day 2: B, BL, D
day 3: B, BL, D
day 4: B, BL, D
day 5: B, BL
B: breakfast, BL: box lunch, L: lunch, D: dinner.
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**During Shoulder and low season (October and April),
some excursions are subject to the weather conditions and
might be cancelled or modified for reasons of security, for
example the Navigation on Grey Lake, the excursion to the
French Valley and to the Tower base trek. In any case we
will either modify the original itinerary or offer you a good
alternative of excursion within the park.
Excluded
Flight tickets
Insurance (it is mandatory you purchase appropriate
insurance for this trip)
Voluntary tipping of guides and staff
Soft drinks or snacks not served with the meals included at
the EcoCamp. Bringing US$ in cash for buying extra
drinks/snacks or souvenirs in Torres del Paine NP is
recommended
Items of a personal nature
Difficulty Rating

4 (Active Adventure - Reasonable Fitness Required)

Single Surcharge

Available upon request

Notes

Website price based on shoulder season rate (Oct and April)
- surcharge applies for high season and peak season.
While you are away from the Eco Camp base you will stay in
more basic tents, but there is the ability to upgrade to
guesthouse accommodation with bunks for these nights at
an additional cost and subject to availability. Please speak
to one of our Destination Specialists for more information.
Trip code: PAT 026

Price Dependent
upon

Availability, Seasonality, Accommodation Standard and
Currency Fluctuations.
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SUSTAINABILITY

DEPARTURE

Being environmentally accountable is a crucial part of our organisation. Chimu is
currently striving towards using less paper, taking several initiatives to do so and
tracking our progress along the way. Our goal: A paperless organisation. For this reason,
all information given to you will be sent electronically. We encourage those who choose
to travel with us to support our aspirations and actions and ask that you reconsider
printing out documentation. To view these documents, you can download them to your
iPad or portable computer before and during your trip.
Chimu is passionate and dedicated to sustainability measures and understands the
crucial part sustainability plays within the tourism industry.
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We use local guides and office staff to both maximise local employment opportunities
and minimise carbon footprint. Local guides also ensure you benefit from the intimate
knowledge, passion and culture of the country you’re visiting. Our guides are all highly
qualified (most with university degrees) or equip with many years of experience and are
paid above the standard wage. Whether it be our knowledgeable local guides, locally
produced meals or the transport on tour, we do not use imported goods when local
products are available. We aim to minimise our impact on the environment and give as
much back as possible to the communities we work in.
Eco Camp created accomodation based on low impact design that has gained an awardwinning reputation for its eco-friendly policies and innovative us of green technology and
being a leader in environmentally responsible travel. They have been certified as
complying with the highest international standards of environmental management. In
regards to socio-cultural aspects, all food is bought from nearby farm suppliers, horses
are hired from local ranch owners, most handicrafts and decoration are purchased from
local artisan markets and they ensure a fair price is paid for all goods when buying
directly from the local community. Eco Camp also offers regular in-house training of
staff of which 90% are employed from the local region. EcoCamps also offer competive
wages and good living conditions and support all staff having indefinite contracts. They
are a supporter of the Torres del Paine Legacy Fund as a partner which aims to enhance
the experience and long-term health of Torres del Paine and its surrounding
communities as tourist destinations through projects that improve the environment, the
community, and the tourism product of the region. EcoCamp also aims to educate guests
about Patagonia's original inhabitants, nomadic tribes such as the Kaweskars and
Yaghans, as well as the baqueano culture and the history of sheep farming in the region.
While visiting the many national parks, heritage sites, museums and landmarks our
travellers are encouraged to explore whilst remaining culturally aware and sensitive. We
further encourage you to buy appropriate souvenirs and discourage the buying of
anything wrongfully made or taken from the environment i.e. shells and endangered
species products. Information on how you can be environmentally conscious, and travel
responsibly will be made available in our Travellers Guides and provided during your
travels by guides and staff.
For more information on our sustainability policies, including how we are striving
towards being a paperless organisation, click HERE
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