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INTRODUCTION
Tren Crucero is the most stunning vintage transportation that will take you on an
exceptional trip through diﬀerent times and spaces of Ecuadorian history.
Its convoy is comprised of four coaches with diﬀerent characteristics which reﬂect the
history and culture of our country.
Upon your arrival the crew of professionals in tourism, will receive you with a warm
welcome, will guide you to the carriage of your choice and will accompany you throughout
the trip , oﬀering the best attention and service.
The selected hotels to stay in each of the stops have been rigorously chosen to provide
you the comfort, care and relaxation that you require in this exquisite journey.
The landscapes, the whisper of the volcanoes and snow-capped mountains, the
picturesque colors of the coast and the astonishing lines of the valleys, the equatorial
sunshine, the kindness of its people, all comprise of a real lifetime experience. Come
along to enjoy this magical journey.

ITINERARY
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DAY 1: Duran – Yaguachi – Naranjito – Alausi
Our ﬁrst meeting will be at Duran station where a
carefully restored steam locomotive will be waiting
to transport us on a journey through time. With its
roars and whistles, it will make us revive past
times when these fabulous machines began to
travel along the coastal tracks for the ﬁrst time,
changing completely the history of the country.
The ﬁrst stop will be at the Yaguachi station, the
ﬁrst one built in this railway system, where we will
say goodbye to our steam locomotive to make a
way for a diesel-electric, we will be able to
observe the exchange of these impressive
machines from outside the maneuver area. We
continue through extensive plantations of
sugarcane, banana, coﬀee, pineapple and a
countless number of tropical products to Naranjito
area. Our bus will take us along a road that climbs
to the Andes, a very scenic bus trip in which we
will ascend more than 2000 meters in altitude in
just 4 hours. During this trip we can witness the
abrupt changes of climate, vegetation and
geography resulting from the presence of the
Andean mountain range. This fact gives Ecuador
an incomparable beauty and biodiversity. Our ﬁrst
day ends in the comfort of our hotel in this small
town nestled in the sharp mountains. Walking on
the evening through its streets will give us a
feeling of returning several decades in time.
Accommodation.
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DAY 2: Alausi – Devil´s Nose – Riobamba
The second day begins with the impressive trip
aboard a diﬀerent train which dates from the
twentieth century, this one will be ready to
descend through the fearsome pass of La Nariz del
Diablo (the Devi´ls Nose); an intricate switch-back
that allows the train to descend 511 meters in just
12 kilometers of railway. The Sibambe station
awaits us down below, full of people and diﬀerent
activities in the surroundings, a small community
depending merely on the touristic activity from
the train. Back in Alausí, we will have a time for
pictures and visit the local market, the quiet city
lost in the time of the previous night, becomes the
scenery of one of the most colorful markets in the
area, serving more than a dozen communities of
the surroundings. Lunch will be served on board
after a short bus ride. Our main set run towards
Colta where the "Black Monster" is ready to pull
the train, an impressive Baldwin steam locomotive
that has been carefully overhauled. There we can
visit the ﬁrst church in the country known as the
Balvanera or another option for train-lovers, will
be ﬁlming the run of the set with the steam
locomotive ahead. The ﬁelds of quinoa, potatoes,
onions, corn and other products of these fertile
soils, will be decorating the landscape while
waiting for the great Chimborazo to show up
before we reach the capital city of the province,
Riobamba. Riobamba an enchanting city where we
can take a short walk. Its cobbled streets and
squares tell the history of the country at every
step. Accommodation.
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DAY 3: Riobamba – La Moya – Urbina – Latacunga
In the morning, the inhabitants of the community
of La Moya will show us the life in the Andes, we
will be able to interact with them and see one of
the best examples of community organization for
work, such as the ancestors taught the diﬀerent
generations. The tour continues towards the
Urbina station. Located just over 3,600 meters
above sea level, we will get to know the “paramo”
ecosystems of the skirts of Chimborazo. Baltazar
Ushca, the last ice merchant of Chimborazo, will
tell us his story and explain the reasons behind his
dedication, despite the opposition and arrival of
machines to the country. The train will go through
the valley near Cotopaxi but on the way, a group
of devils will take the train by surprise when the
Diablada de Pillaro (devils from Pillaro) is
celebrated on board, a parade full of colors, music
and joy that reminds us of the spirit of the Andean
communities and their understanding of the world,
this parade was declared national heritage. The
ﬁnal stop of the day will be the Latacunga station
from where we can get to the diﬀerent hotels in
the area. Accommodation.
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DAY 4: Latacunga – Cotopaxi National Park – Quito
We will travel to the Cotopaxi National Park.
Within the park we are able to join a moderate
walk around the Limpiopungo lagoon where it is
possible to ﬁnd diﬀerent sorts of plants and birds
adapted to the altitude. Natural photography will
be part of this morning and then we will board our
train. The set will continue near the slopes of
Cotopaxi towards our next stop, a typical Andean
hacienda where we will be part of the daily
activities of it and its dwellers. Upon our arrival we
will be welcomed by these Andean cowboys, the
“Chagras”, who will show their skills as riders and
teach us a little of their culture and traditions. Our
last day of expedition ends at the Eloy Alfaro
station with a short walk inside the property,
where our guides will make us discover the
secrets of this patrimony. The capital of Ecuador,
the beautiful city of Quito, declared a World
Heritage Site by UNESCO, will welcome us at
night. Accommodation.

INCLUSIONS & DETAILS
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Accommodation

Hotels & Haciendas

TRIP CODE
ECTSGQL

Inclusions

Transportation on-board Tren Crucero,
All meals during the itinerary including soft drinks and
snacks
Bilingual guide
Excursions as detailed in the itinerary,
Land transportation during the itinerary and
accommodation in double basis.
Luggage porterage at hotels is included
280 miles of scenic train ride ascending to 3600 meters
and descending to sea level during the trip.
Cultural immersion with Andes and Coastal indigenous
communities and customs included on trip.
Steam locomotives from the beginning of XX century will
run 2 diﬀerent stretches. Luxury and comfortable train
coaches representing the Ecuadorian identity and history
with exceptional on-board service.
Exclusions
Alcoholic drinks (wine, beer and whisky are available on
the train´s bar),
Meals or visits not detailed in the itinerary,
Personal expenses, tips or shuttles/transfers to nonspeciﬁed hotels.

Diﬃculty Rating

1 (easy)

Single Surcharge

Available upon request

Notes

Contact us for more details

Price Dependent upon

Season and availability.
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SUSTAINABILITY
Chimu Adventures undertakes a number of sustainability measures within its operations
including:
1) Only using local guides and oﬃce staﬀ to both maximise local employment
opportunities and minimise carbon footprints. Local guides also ensure you beneﬁt from
the intimate knowledge, passion and culture of the country you’re visiting.
2) Where possible, using locally owned and operated boutique hotels to maximise the
return to the local community.
3) Chimu’s “Pass it on” programme has provided funding to hundreds of local community
projects in Latin America. Our aim is to empower local communities, helping them to
develop their own infrastructure for the future. Since 2006, we have been working with
Kiva (a well-known Non-Governmental Organisation), providing hundreds of loans to local
businesses all over South America.
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4) In our pre tour information we provide a range of tips and advice on how to minimise
your impact on both local environments and communities.
5) Chimu Adventures’ oﬃces also take a number of sustainability measures including
carbon oﬀsets for company vehicles and most staﬀ travel. Chimu Adventure’s internal
processes are also structures to create a paperless oﬃce and to reduce waste. There are
also internal programmes to help staﬀ minimise their carbon footprint such as our staﬀ
bike purchase assistance plan which encourages oﬃce staﬀ to commute to work via
bicycle. Currently almost half of our oﬃce based staﬀ commute to work via bicycle.
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