ECUADOR - SACHA LODGE

TRIP CODE
ECTSSAL
DEPARTURE
Daily except Sundays
DURATION
4 Days
LOCATIONS

INTRODUCTION

Amazon - Ecuador
The remote but luxurious Sacha Lodge in the Ecuadorian Amazon is located a two hour
journey down the Napo River. The adventure begins in Coca where you will board a
comfortable, motorised canoe which will transport you deep into the rainforest. The next
step of the journey takes you on a leafy boardwalk where the crash of monkeys and birds
calling above will let you know that you are truly in the jungle. A dug-out canoe ride
completes your rainforest mission and you will emerge from the creek to views of Sacha
Lodge set against a lush green backdrop of palm trees and vegetation. An elevated maze
of boardwalks leads you to your wooden cabin which has private, jungle views. Activities
include sunset canopy walks 36 metres above ground, caiman spotting by night, bird
watching and community visits. The cuisine fuses Amazon ﬂavours (have you ever eaten
forest ferns and fungi) with contemporary elements and breakfast is served over river
views.

ITINERARY
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DAY 1: Arrival in Sacha Lodge
Depart Quito´s airport at 11:00am (subject to
change). A 30 minute ﬂight over the Andes
Mountains leads you to a bustling oil town called
Coca located in the Amazon Basin. A quick lunch
in Sacha´s private house and then its oﬀ to the
town docks where you will board Sacha´s private
canoes for the 2 hour journey down river to
Sacha´s Lodges property. A 30 minute hike
through the rainforest leads you to lake
Pilchicocha. Here, you are met by native workers
to paddle you across the lake to your ﬁnal
destination. Arrive at Sacha Lodge around 15:30
or 16:00 pm (subject to change). Swim in Lake
Pilchicocha, which is a black water lake home to
many species of ﬁsh and animals. A refreshing
swim after arriving may be just what you need
after being in the equatorial heat all day. Bird
observing from the mini tower oﬀers guests an
excellent opportunity to view several species of
birds common around the lodge. Also a great
place to watch the sun set. Visit the butterﬂy
house with your naturalist guide to view the
beautiful colors of many diﬀerent species of
butterﬂies. After dinner, accompany your
naturalist guide on a night walk through the
rainforest to view the hundreds of diﬀerent
species of animals that can only be found at night.
Or maybe a canoe ride on the lake to view the
spectacled and black caimans with their glowing
orange eyes as you silently paddle across the lake
to get a closer view.

TRIP CODE
ECTSSAL
DEPARTURE
Daily except Sundays
DURATION
4 Days
LOCATIONS
Amazon - Ecuador

DAY 1: Depart from Quito to the lodge
In due time please board your ﬂight from Quito to
Coca.
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DAY 2: Sacha Lodge Activities
Begin morning activity between 6:00 and 7:00.
Begin walking on trail Liana Chica and arrive at
the canopy walk, for spectacular views of the
rainforest canopy and the many diﬀerent species
of vibrantly colored birds. Designed to be a selfstanding rigid suspension canopy walk, it is one of
only a few in the world! Located within Sacha´s
private reserve, 2 miles from the shores of the Rio
Napo and 1 mile from the lodge, the bird walk
gives guests the opportunity to get an up close
and personal view of the rainforest canopy. Two of
the three towers have observation decks every 12
meters making towers accessible for everyone.
The canopy walkway is at 36 meters high and 275
meters long, giving guests a “birds eye view” of all
the wonders and beauty the tropical rainforest has
to oﬀer. The canopy walk is designed as a sturdy
walkway enabling guests to casually move along
while enjoying the spectacular views. After the
canopy walk, Liana Grande through terra ﬁrma
and igapo forest habitats where native guides will
explain many diﬀerent species of medicinal plants
that have been being used in their culture for
hundreds of years. Liana Grande will turn into the
trail Higueron, which will take you through pristine
primary forest with huge Kapok and Fig trees
towering hundreds of feet above your head. After
lunch, you may choose to take a leisurely hike
along the Rio Napo, or choose a little more
challenging hike on the trail Leoncillo to try and
spot the elusive dusky titi monkey. Either way the
trails will lead you back to the main boardwalk for
your ﬁnal hike and canoe ride back to the lodge.
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DAY 3: Sacha Lodge Activities
Leaving the lodge after breakfast, you begin your
hike on trail Lagartococha. This trail oﬀers you the
chance to learn more about the native people and
their relationship with the forest. Learn about the
trees where native people believe the spirits of
their ancestors live, and the mysterious “dwende”
or devil-man of the forest. After arriving at lake
Lagartococha, take a tranquil canoe ride through a
natural swamp, which is the home of anacondas,
caimans, and capybaras.After the canoe ride, a
walk on the other side of Largatococha may give
you the opportunity to spot capuchin or squirrel
monkeys playfully jumping through the trees.
Return from the walk or canoe ride and head back
to the lodge for a refreshing dip in the lake, or a
nice relaxing nap in your personal hammock on
your private balcony. After lunch, your native
guide will teach you how to ﬁsh for the infamous
razor-toothed piranha. Keep in mind that piranhas
will never attack a person and swimming at the
same time is perfectly safe and fun! Around 15:30
you will begin what many think is the best trail at
Sacha, a silent canoe ride through the ﬂooded
Amazonian forest. Where you have a good chance
of being surrounded by troops of squirrel,
capuchin, and howler monkeys. Keep your eyes
peeled for the shy and elusive river otter as well
as the incredibly well camouﬂaged three-toed
sloth! After your eye-popping ride through the
ﬂooded forest, you will arrive at Sacha´s135-foot
wooden tower built around an ancient Kapok tree.
Get close up views of vibrantly colored birds
through Sacha´s powerful scopes, and watch the
sun set with an amazing view of Mount Sumaco, a
volcano, and possibly a view of the snow-covered
caps of the Andes! Leaving the tower just before
or after sunset will give you an experience not
soon forgotten. A canoe ride back through the
ﬂooded forest at night will be an awe-inspiring
experience. Listen to the symphony of frogs and
insects as you navigate through the narrow
ﬂooded forest trail, keeping your eyes open for
caimans. Watch the several species of bats ﬂying
over your heads and listen to the many species of
nocturnal birds making their eerie nighttime calls.
Finally, after your mesmerizing canoe trip through
the Amazon, you will arrive back at lake
Pilchicocha and the welcoming lights of Sacha
lodge.
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DAY 4: Departure day

TRIP CODE

Breakfast and a departure from the lodge at
07:30am. One last walk on the boardwalk to the
river, and from there a 2 hour canoe ride back to
Coca for your 35 minute ﬂight back to Quito.
Arrive Quito at 12:30pm (subject to change).
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INCLUSIONS & DETAILS
Accommodation

LOCATIONS

Amazon Lodge.

Amazon - Ecuador

Accommodation
All meals
Water, tea and coﬀee
Airport transfers in Coca
Activities as listed in itinerary
Airfare Quito/Coca/Quito
Entrance Fee
EXCLUSIONS:
Tips for guides
Beverages

Inclusions

Diﬃculty Rating

1 (easy)

Single Surcharge

Available upon request
Please note that Sacha has ﬁxed arrival days:
4 days programs: from Friday to Monday
5 days programs: from Monday to Friday
*For diﬀerent arrival days at an additional cost please
check with our travel specialist .
*24 hour electricity, clean drinking water and laundry
facilities are available at Sacha Lodge

Notes

Price Dependent upon

Season and availability

SUSTAINABILITY
Chimu Adventures undertakes a number of sustainability measures within its operations
including:
1) Only using local guides and oﬃce staﬀ to both maximise local employment
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opportunities and minimise carbon footprints. Local guides also ensure you beneﬁt from
the intimate knowledge, passion and culture of the country you’re visiting.
2) Where possible, using locally owned and operated boutique hotels to maximise the
return to the local community.
3) Chimu’s “Pass it on” programme has provided funding to hundreds of local community
projects in Latin America. Our aim is to empower local communities, helping them to
develop their own infrastructure for the future. Since 2006, we have been working with
Kiva (a well-known Non-Governmental Organisation), providing hundreds of loans to local
businesses all over South America.
4) In our pre tour information we provide a range of tips and advice on how to minimise
your impact on both local environments and communities.
5) Chimu Adventures’ oﬃces also take a number of sustainability measures including
carbon oﬀsets for company vehicles and most staﬀ travel. Chimu Adventure’s internal
processes are also structures to create a paperless oﬃce and to reduce waste. There are
also internal programmes to help staﬀ minimise their carbon footprint such as our staﬀ
bike purchase assistance plan which encourages oﬃce staﬀ to commute to work via
bicycle. Currently almost half of our oﬃce based staﬀ commute to work via bicycle.
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