SOUTH AMERICA - SIGNATURE SOUTH AMERICA & ANTARCTIC EXPLORER

TRIP CODE
MCTSSAAE
DEPARTURE
Enquire for exact departure
dates
DURATION
31 Days
LOCATIONS
Chile, Peru, Brazil, Argentina,
Antarctic Peninsula

INTRODUCTION
This is a journey of epic proportions as you combine South Americaâs key
highlights with a voyage aboard the comfortable and spacious expedition
vessel Ocean Endeavour to the planetâs ﬁnal frontier. Begin your journey in
Santiago before immersing yourself in Peruâs ancient and mysterious Inca
capital Machu Picchu, then move to the beat of the Samba in Brazil's carnival
city Rio and tick oﬀ the second new seven wonders of the world â Christ the
Redeemer. Marvel at the jaw dropping Iguazu Falls before taking in a Tango
show over a glass of Malbec in the Paris of the South â Buenos Aires. End
your journey on a high note as you conquer the famed Drakes Passage where a
magical place of awe-inspiring frozen beauty awaits. Take a zodiac among
peaceful bays dotted with colossal icebergs in search of whales and basking
leopard seals, cruise along deep fjords and be amazed by massive glaciers.
Visit vast penguin colonies, seals and witness nesting birds in scenery that
must be seen to be believed. Enjoy the beneﬁts of Ocean Endeavour's optional
activities, comfortable living quarters and spacious communal spaces, a stateof-the-art health and wellness facilities, an array of educational lectures
presented by experts.
Culture, ancient history, spectacular scenery and amazing wildlife, this is a
journey that encompasses all.

ITINERARY
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DAY 1: Arrival transfer in Santiago
On arrival at Santiago Airport, please make your
way through Customs and Immigration. There are
now two exiting gates, one for taxis and one for
pre-booked transfers. All travellers who have
prebooked and prepaid for an arrival transfer,
must exit through gate 4, which is for pre-booked
transfers. Our representative will be holding a
sign with your name on it and waiting for you
outside this exit. Please only make contact with
our representative. This service includes a driver
and local English speaking guide who will provide
you with any useful information needed for your
stay.

MCTSSAAE
DEPARTURE
Enquire for exact departure
dates
DURATION
31 Days
LOCATIONS
Chile, Peru, Brazil, Argentina,
Antarctic Peninsula

DAY 1: Santiago de Chile
Santiago, Chile’s capital and largest city, lies in a
valley surrounded by the snow-capped mountains
of the Andes and the Chilean Coastal Range.
Founded in 1541, Santiago has been Chile’s
capital since colonial times. It is a vibrant and
cosmopolitan city and although it features many
colonial buildings, it has grown into a modern
metropolis and the cultural centre of the country.
*Please note Australian passport holders are
required to obtain a Chilean tourist visa or if
transiting for longer than 8 hours before arrival.

DAY 2: Santiago Panoramic City Tour
This morning, you will be collected from your
hotel for your tour of Santiago. Visit both the old
and new areas of the city. Highlights include the
Plaza de Armas, the city's central square and the
heart of the city’s old colonial core. The Plaza de
Armas is home to the beautiful 18th century
Metropolitan Cathedral, the early 19th century
Royal Court Palace that houses the Natural
History Museum and the Central Post Office
completed in 1882. We will continue along to
Government Palace and there we will have the
opportunity to walk through some of the most
traditional streets and neighbourhoods. Visit
Cerro Santa Lucia, the hill on which Santiago was
founded in 1541, now a park with fountains and
stairs leading to a fort and a panoramic viewpoint
across the city. On completion of your tour, you
will be taken to your hotel. Please note this is
small group tour and only operates in the
morning.
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DAY 3: Full day Valparaiso & Casablanca valley
This morning you will be collected from your
hotel and travel west towards the Pacific Ocean.
Our first stop will be in the Casablanca Valley,
famous for its many wineries and towns rich in
Chilean traditions. These world-class wineries are
located en route to Valparaiso and we will stop in
at a cellar door to enjoy a premium wine tasting.
Valparaiso is one of Chile's largest coastal cities
and was once an important port of its time in
South América till the opening of the Panamá
Channel in 1914. It is possible to find traces of
history of European emigration throughout the
streets and neighbourhoods. Valparaiso was
declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site and also
known as the cultural capital of Chile. Its
charming and picturesque colourful houses hang
from the hills that surround the city and create a
natural amphitheatre where the historic port life
blends with the cultural life on the hills. Our walk
along the hills will invite us to discover the hidden
treasures of the city such as art galleries, little
coffees, breweries, graffiti, beautiful old houses,
bars, and restaurants. In the afternoon we will
come back to your hotel in Santiago. Please note
this is a small group tour.

MCTSSAAE
DEPARTURE
Enquire for exact departure
dates
DURATION
31 Days
LOCATIONS
Chile, Peru, Brazil, Argentina,
Antarctic Peninsula

DAY 4: Transfer to the airport for onward
destination
You will be collected from your hotel at the
appropriate time and transferred to the airport
for your onward flight. This service includes a
Spanish speaking driver only.

DAY 4: Arrival transfer in Lima
On arrival, please make your way through to the
Arrivals Hall where our representative will be
waiting for you to transfer you to your hotel. This
service includes a driver and local English
speaking guide, who will provide you with any
useful information needed for your stay. He/she
will be holding a sign with your name on it.
Should you not be able to locate them, please
refer to the front of your itinerary for emergency
contact details of our representative office.
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DAY 4: Lima
Lima, the capital of Peru, sits on the country's
arid Pacific coast. Founded in 1535, its colonial
centre is well preserved, but today Lima is a
bustling metropolis and one of South America’s
largest cities. The city is home to the various
museums including the Museo Larco that houses
a collection of pre-Columbian art and the Museo
de la Nación, tracing the history of Peru’s ancient
civilizations. Lima is known as the “gastronomical
capital of the Americas”, encompassing
specialties from ceviche and traditional coastal
cooking to refined global fare. It even boasts
several of the top restaurants in the world. If you
have any free days during your stay, we
recommend that you take a visit to the Larcomar
shopping centre. Located on a cliff with
spectacular views of the Pacific Ocean in the
heart of Lima's Miraflores district, it is worth the
visit. You can either walk from Barranco or have
your hotel arrange a taxi for you. Additionally,
Huaccu Pucllana is a massive adobe and clay
pyramid built between 200 and 700 AD. It served
as an important ceremonial and administrative
centre for the advancement of Lima culture,
constructed from seven staggered platforms.
Take a taxi to this amazing site in Miraflores
(closed on Tuesday's). You can take a tour upon
arrival, or simply admire the structure while
sipping a coffee or a pisco sour in the lovely
Peruvian restaurant overlooking the site (open for
lunch until 3pm). Or if you are interested in
history and archaeology, a visit to the one-of-akind private Museo Larco could be an
unforgettable experience. Discover over 5000
years of ancient Peruvian civilisations and the
intimate bond that existed between preColumbian societies and the natural world. Open
daily, however it is a good idea to check if a
guided tour in English is available prior to
visiting.
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DAY 5: Lima City Highlights and Tastebud
Tantaliser
Embark on a 4 hour walking food tour in Lima's
Historic Centre. The tour starts with pick up from
your hotel and the first stop is the city's most
famous 'Plaza San Martin'. After taking in one of
Peru's most famous plazas and a photo
opportunity of the Gran Hotel Bolivar, we will
head to Lima's very own Chinatown and to the
biggest market of the city! During this food tour,
you will have the chance to taste popular on-thego delicacies that locals devour. While trying
some tasteful local treats, you’ll be learning more
about Peru's history and interesting facts around
the local – informal – economy and daily life in
Peru. In the historic center of Lima, you will get
to observe Lima's most emblematic architectural
masterpieces, of Spanish and Moorish heritage. It
will also be a great opportunity for you to people
watch and immerse yourself into a truly joyful
local experience – we designed this food tour so
that you could feel like a real Liman! *Private
tours can be scheduled to start between 10:00
and 15:00 *NB that this tour requires a minimum
of 2 passengers to operate *NB this tour does not
operate on Sunday’s.

MCTSSAAE
DEPARTURE
Enquire for exact departure
dates
DURATION
31 Days
LOCATIONS
Chile, Peru, Brazil, Argentina,
Antarctic Peninsula

DAY 6: Transfer to the airport for onward
destination
You will be collected from your hotel at the
appropriate time and transferred to the airport
for your onward flight.
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DAY 6: Cusco Airport to Sacred Valley
On arrival in Cusco, please make your way
through to the Arrivals Hall where your
representative will be waiting for you to transfer
you to your hotel located in the Sacred Valley.
Please note this service is with a driver only.
He/she will be holding a sign with your name on
it. Should you not be able to locate them, please
refer to the front of your itinerary for emergency
contact details of our representative office. You
have arrived to 3400m. Please walk slowly and
take it easy, allow porters to assist with luggage if
required. You will descend to 2700m on the 90
minute drive to the Sacred Valley Enjoy the
spectacular local scenery and views of the Andes.
(NB Average altitudes - Cusco 3400m, Sacred
Valley 2700m , Aguas Calientes 2050m, Machu
Picchu 2400m)

MCTSSAAE
DEPARTURE
Enquire for exact departure
dates
DURATION
31 Days
LOCATIONS
Chile, Peru, Brazil, Argentina,
Antarctic Peninsula

DAY 6: Sacred Valley
The Sacred Valley of the Incas is a region in
Peru's Andean highlands which, along with the
nearby town of Cusco and the ancient city of
Machu Picchu, formed the heart of the Inca
Empire. Stretching roughly 60 kilometres from
Pisac to Ollantaytambo, it’s an area of fertile
farmland irrigated by the Urubamba River and
Spanish colonial villages like Pisac and
Ollantaytambo.

DAY 7: Sacred Valley Full Day Tour
You will be collected from your hotel for a day of
exploring the Sacred Valley of the Incas. This
fertile river valley was home to many important
sites for the Incas, both strategic and religious.
The first stop is the village of Pisac, with its
famous market and Inca Ruins. There is free time
to wander the colourful market stalls before
heading uphill to the Pisac, Intihuatana,
Q’allaqasa and Kinchiracay ruins. Enjoy a fine
buffet lunch in gardens overlooking the Valley.
Continue your journey along the River Urubamba,
to Ollantaytambo. The town, which is dominated
by a giant Inca fortress, is perhaps the best
surviving example of Inca town planning and was
the scene of a rare Inca victory over the invading
Spanish. Transfer to the train station for your
onward journey.
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DAY 7: Full Tourist Ticket of Cusco
Full BTG: Valid for 10 days. It grants you entry
into the following sites in and around Cusco:
Cusco cathedral, Religious Art Museum, Church
of San Blas, Regional History Museum,
Sacsayhuaman, Qenko, Puca Pucara,
Tambomachay, Pisac ruins, Ollantaytambo,
Chinchero,Pachacutec Monument, Performance
of Andean dance and live music.

MCTSSAAE
DEPARTURE
Enquire for exact departure
dates
DURATION
31 Days
LOCATIONS

DAY 8: Sacred Valley to Machu Picchu

Chile, Peru, Brazil, Argentina,
Antarctic Peninsula

Early this morning you will be collected from your
hotel and transferred to Ollantaytambo train
station. * Please note: Your main luggage will be
left at the hotel due to luggage restrictions on the
trains. When you return from your trip to Machu
Picchu, it will be collected en route back to
Cusco. For this reason, we ask that you bring an
overnight bag with you for the journey.

DAY 8: 360 MP Train: Ollantaytambo to Aguas
Calientes
Today will be one of your highlights in South
America with a visit to Machu Picchu. You will
travel by train from Ollantaytambo in the Sacred
Valley to Aguas Calientes onboard the scenic 360
Machu Picchu Train. Arriving in one of the
world’s most famous ruins after the morning fog
and crowds have cleared. On arrival at the train
station in Aguas Calientes a representative from
the hotel will be waiting to meet you. They will
assist in taking your belongings to the hotel
before you journey by bus up to Machu Picchu for
your guided tour. Entrance times to Machu
Picchu must now be pre selected and you can
select a route from 4 available circuits on the day.
Your first visit must be with a guide and you must
stay within your chosen circuit. Each entrance
ticket will grant up to 3 hours at the citadel. If
you would like to spend more time exploring the
ruins we recommend you book an additional
entrance ticket. *Please note: Due to limited
space for luggage storage on trains, luggage
restrictions apply: one bag or backpack (carry-on
luggage) with a maximum weight of 5.0 kg/11 lb,
measuring no more than 62 linear inches/157
linear cm (height + length + width)
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DAY 8: Private Machu Picchu Guided Tour
You will be astonished by your first view of Machu
Picchu, a stunning display of ancient architecture
with incredible surroundings. Machu Picchu is a
15th century Inca site, located 2,430 metres
above sea level on a mountain ridge above the
Sacred Valley. It is the most famous of all Inca
sites, but it was not until 1911 that it was brought
to the world’s attention by the American historian
Hiram Bingham. The Incas abandoned the city
just prior to Spanish colonisation, the city was
never pillaged and as a result the ruins are still in
fantastic condition. With its location on a
dramatic ridgeline surrounded by sheer cliffs and
the Urubamba River on three sides, the city of
Machu Picchu is a remarkable place to visit.
Machu Picchu was declared a UNESCO World
Heritage Site in 1983 and in 2007 it was voted
one of the new Seven Wonders of the World.
Enjoy a tour of the ruins and monuments, such as
the Main Square, the Circular Tower, the Sacred
Solar Clock, the Royal Quarters, the Temple of
the Three Windows and the Cemeteries. The tour
includes guided tour with local English speaking
guide and return bus from Aguas Calientes
village. Please be aware that your tour of Machu
Picchu does not include an entry permit to
Huayna Picchu (the iconic hill behind the Machu
Picchu ruins) or Machu Picchu Mountain. If you
want to climb either then you need to pre-book
your permit at least 3 months in advance. Please
contact your Destination Specialist if you would
like to do this.

MCTSSAAE
DEPARTURE
Enquire for exact departure
dates
DURATION
31 Days
LOCATIONS
Chile, Peru, Brazil, Argentina,
Antarctic Peninsula

DAY 9: Aguas Calientes to Ollantaytambo
Travel from Machu Picchu to Ollantaytambo in
this comfortable train, and let your feet have a
rest. Enjoy an authentic Andean experience, while
relaxing in modern and comfortable interior
design illuminated by Latin American music.
Comfortable seats with tables in front to share
the journey with friends. *Due to limited space for
luggage storage on trains, luggage restrictions
apply: one bag or backpack (carry-on luggage)
with a maximum weight of 5.0 kg/11 lb,
measuring no more than 62 linear inches/157
linear cm (height + length + width)
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DAY 9: Transfer to Cusco with Moras and Moray
You will be collected from the train station at
Ollantaytambo for your transfer to Cusco. On the
way to Cusco you will stop at the sites of Maras
and Moray. Maras which is located to the west of
Cusco and sits at approximately 3,300 metres
above sea level, surrounded by the spectacular
Urubamba Mountain range. Take in the eclectic
mix of colonial and Inca architecture before we
continue to Moray. Situated roughly 7 km to the
southwest of Maras, Moray boasts an impressive
Inca ruin of giant circular terraces that are
believed to have been used for agricultural
experimentation due to their exceptional
irrigation system. From Moray we will head north
to Salineras, the salt pools, from where we will
have an overview from the viewpoint. Believed to
pre-date the Inca period, these shallow pools
were dug into the mountainside which are filled
with salt water from an underground spring from
an adjacent mountain. Once the water
evaporates, the salt is carefully collected and
packaged up for sale. Witness locals harvest salt
in the traditional way that has been practiced for
well over 500 years. On completion of this tour,
you will be taken back to your hotel.

MCTSSAAE
DEPARTURE
Enquire for exact departure
dates
DURATION
31 Days
LOCATIONS
Chile, Peru, Brazil, Argentina,
Antarctic Peninsula

DAY 9: Cusco
Cusco, set at an altitude of 3,400 metres in the
Peruvian Andes, was once the capital of the Inca
Empire. It is known for its Spanish colonial
architecture and Incan remains. Narrow, cobblestoned streets lined by Inca walls stretch out from
the main plaza in every direction. Many of the
colonial buildings were built on top of Incan
foundations and the stonework is unparalleled in
its precision and beauty.
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DAY 10: Cusco Walking City Tour
This morning you will be collected from your
hotel to explore the wonders of Cusco, the ancient
Inca capital city on foot. With your private guide,
explore the city’s fascinating history, from the
Inca times to colonial rule to the present day.
Winding through narrow cobble-stoned streets
and markets, this half day tour will show you the
baroque Cathedral, which took 96 years to
complete commencing in 1550. The Cathedral
includes many priceless colonial religious
paintings including the Black Christ. Cusco is
famed for its mix of Colonial and Inca
architecture, and you will also sample impressive
Inca constructions at the Korikancha ruins - the
Inca temple of the Sun. With the entire city a
UNESCO World Heritage Site, this tour will be
one of the highlights of your adventures in Peru.

MCTSSAAE
DEPARTURE
Enquire for exact departure
dates
DURATION
31 Days
LOCATIONS
Chile, Peru, Brazil, Argentina,
Antarctic Peninsula

DAY 11: Cusco - Free Day
Today is at leisure allowing you to spend time
wandering the cobble-stoned streets of the
ancient Inca capital. With treasures around every
corner, Cusco is a wonderful city to explore on
foot. Vibrant markets and stores give the traveller
a plethora of shopping opportunities set amongst
fine Inca and Spanish colonial architecture. The
UNESCO World Heritage city is lined with history
and ancient monuments, a truly enthralling city to
spend time in.

DAY 12: Transfer to the airport for onward
destination
You will be collected from your hotel at the
appropriate time and transferred to the airport
for your onward flight.
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DAY 13: Arrival Transfer in Rio de Janeiro
On arrival, please make your way through to the
Arrivals Hall where our representative will be
waiting for you to transfer you to your hotel.
He/she will be holding a sign with your name on
it. Please note this service is with a driver only.
Please note, once you arrival at your hotel you
will receive a welcome pack, which will provide
you with all the useful information you will need
about your trip in Brazil.

MCTSSAAE
DEPARTURE
Enquire for exact departure
dates
DURATION
31 Days
LOCATIONS
Chile, Peru, Brazil, Argentina,
Antarctic Peninsula

DAY 13: Rio de Janeiro
Known as the ''Cidade Maravilhosa'', or
Marvellous City, Rio never fails to amaze with its
sandy beaches, carefree lifestyle and unparalleled
natural beauty. As the capital of Brazil until 1960,
Rio is today one of the most culturally and
economically prominent cities in the country,
receiving more tourists than any other part of
Brazil.
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DAY 14: Corcovado & Sugarloaf with Lunch
After departing from the hotel, the tour takes a
scenic drive from Copacabana beach, continuing
along Botafogo beach and passing the Palácio
Guanabara, official residence of the State´s
Governor, on the way to Corcovado Hill (704m),
and the greatest national icon – The Christ
Redeemer of Rio de Janeiro. Here, you will have
time to enjoy panoramic views of Rio and
appreciate the giant statue, which was recently
named as one of the seven new wonders of the
world. From here, the tour continues to the
district of Urca and the world-famous Sugar Loaf,
where you will board the first cable car to the top
of Urca Hill (215m), which offers spectacular
views of Guanabara Bay. A second cable car will
take you on to the Sugar Loaf (395m), giving you
a chance to take in the spectacular 360-degree
views of the city and surrounds. Upon descending
from the Sugarloaf, we pass through the famous
beaches of Copacabana and Ipanema en route to
a traditional Brazilian BBQ lunch at a local
Churrascaria (lunch is included - all beverages
are at your own expense). Following lunch, the
tour continues with a visit to the Maracanã
Stadium (Bellini´s statue and Hall of Fame. Entry
into the stadium is not included) and a stop at the
Sambadrome. While in the city’s historic
downtown area, you will have a chance to see the
Duque de Caxias Palace, Itamaraty Palace,
Tiradentes Square and Lapa Arches, followed by a
visit to the Metropolitan Cathedral. From here the
tour will also make a quick stop to visit the
Selaron Stairs, an amazing urban work of art by
the late Jorge Selaron. Returning to the hotel
along Aterro do Flamengo, we pass by the
Monument to the Fallen in World War II and the
beaches of Flamengo and Botafogo. Lunch and all
entrance fees (for Corcovado & Sugarloaf) are
included.
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DAY 15: Half Day Santa Teresa & Historic Centre
Spend a half day today on a great historical tour
of Rio de Janeiro in the company of a professional
guide and transportation. This tour will take you
through the colonial avenues, squares and back
streets of the city, and your guide will explain the
important historical, political and social events
that shaped Rio into South America's most
exciting city. Focusing on the period or
architectural style, fine examples of Baroque
constructions would be the 'São Bento' and 'Santo
Antonio' Monasteries, which recall the times
when Brazil was a colony of Portugal. The French
influence can be seen from buildings that were
built as early as the 19th century and examples
include the Municipal Theatre and the Fine Art
museum. The city's cultural and artistic diversity
is showcased on various cultural institutions such
as the Cultural Centre Bank of Brasil and the
Brazil-France House. Some other features of this
tour are the Selaron Stairs, Lapa Arches,
Metropolitan Cathedral, Candelária Church,
'Praça XV', 'Arco do Teles', Olympic Boulevard
and finally the Museum of Tomorrow. Please note
this is a private tour of approximately 6 hours
duration.

MCTSSAAE
DEPARTURE
Enquire for exact departure
dates
DURATION
31 Days
LOCATIONS
Chile, Peru, Brazil, Argentina,
Antarctic Peninsula

DAY 16: Transfer to the airport for onward
destination
You will be collected from your hotel at the
appropriate time and transferred to the airport
for your onward flight.

DAY 16: Arrival transfer in Iguazu with Guide
On arrival, please make your way through to the
Arrivals Hall where our representative will be
waiting for you to transfer you to your hotel.
He/she will be holding a sign with your name on
it. Should you not be able to locate them, please
refer to the front of your itinerary for emergency
contact details of our representative office. Please
note this service is with a driver only. *Please
note the Iguazu Tourist Tax will now be charged
on check out at all Iguazu hotels. The amount is
currently ARS50 (USD3.40) per person per stay.
Please note this tax is subject to change without
prior notice.
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DAY 16: Iguazu Falls
The spectacular Iguazu Falls that straddle the
Argentine-Brazil border, are made up of 275
individual waterfalls lining a 2.7km wide
horseshoe-shaped gorge. The Falls are located
where the Iguazu River cascades over the edge of
the Paraná Plateau. The Falls can be viewed from
both the Argentinian and the Brazilian sides, the
Brazilian side offering a broader, panoramic view,
with the Argentinian side offering a series of
catwalks that allow you to experience the Falls
from close range.

Enquire for exact departure
dates
DURATION
31 Days
LOCATIONS
Chile, Peru, Brazil, Argentina,
Antarctic Peninsula

DAY 16: Half Day Iguazu Brazilian Falls Tour
Today enjoy a half day tour of the Brazilian side of
the falls. If you are staying on the Argentine side
of the falls, you will be required to bring your
passport as you will be crossing from Argentina
into Brazil. You will be collected from your hotel
and taken to the Visitors Centre. From here board
one of the Park Authority’s tourist buses and
enter the National Park. Equipped with
panoramic windows, the buses are designed to
maximize your views of the falls, while the
walkways and steps provide you with great
panoramic views of the Argentinian side of the
falls. Views of the Floriana Falls, the Devil’s
Gorge Canyon and the Iguazu River are
spectacular and are guaranteed to impress.
Please note this is a small group tour and
National Park Entrance Fee is included. The
National Park is currently closed on Monday's,
visits are not possible on this day.
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DAY 17: Full Day Iguazu Argentinian Falls Tour
Early morning pick up from your hotel for your
full day of exploring the Argentine side of the
falls. This tour always starts early in order to beat
the crowds and get the first train to the Devil’s
Throat. There are walkways over the islands
which take you to a balcony over the falls and the
most spectacular view of the entire Devil’s Gorge.
You will then have plenty of time to walk the 800
metres of paths on the upper circuit. These new
suspended walkways are detached from the
jungle surface so as to protect the fauna by
preventing disruption of the natural trails. From
this circuit you have a higher sight of the falls,
providing you with a magnificent panoramic view.
It takes around one hour to cover the upper
circuit. The lower circuit contains 600 metres of
walkways, also detached from the jungle floor,
and has great views from below and around the
falls. Once you have finished all the circuits,
return to the visitor centre where your vehicles
will be waiting to transfer you back to your hotel.
Please note there is some degree of difficulty as
the path includes many stairs, particularly on the
lower circuit. On completion of the tour, you will
be taken to your hotel. Please note this is small
group tour and National Park Entrance Fee is
included.

MCTSSAAE
DEPARTURE
Enquire for exact departure
dates
DURATION
31 Days
LOCATIONS
Chile, Peru, Brazil, Argentina,
Antarctic Peninsula

DAY 17: Entrance Fee - Argentinian National Park
Entrance Fee to the Argentinian Falls National
Park included.

DAY 18: Transfer to the airport for onward
destination
You will be collected from your hotel at the
appropriate time and transferred to the airport
for your onward flight.
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DAY 18: Arrival transfer in Buenos Aires
On arrival, please make your way through to the
Arrivals Hall where our representative will be
waiting for you to transfer you to your hotel. This
service includes a driver and local English
speaking guide, who will provide you with any
useful information needed for your stay. He/she
will be holding a sign with your name on it.

MCTSSAAE
DEPARTURE
Enquire for exact departure
dates
DURATION
31 Days
LOCATIONS

DAY 18: Buenos Aires

Chile, Peru, Brazil, Argentina,
Antarctic Peninsula

Buenos Aires, Argentina’s elegant, historic and
cosmopolitan capital, is known as the “Paris of
the South” due to its European atmosphere with
glamorous avenues lined with fashionable shops
and Parisian-style restaurants and cafes. Located
on the western shore of the estuary of the Río de
la Plata, Buenos Aires has many fascinating
neighbourhoods to explore including the colourful
and lively La Boca, home to art galleries and
tango shows; San Telmo with its restored
mansions and antique stores and Recoleta, the
city’s most exclusive area.
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DAY 19: Morning Highlights of Buenos Aires City
Tour
You will be collected from your hotel for your
three-hour morning tour visiting the most
important highlights of the city of Buenos Aires.
Discover the history of the Plaza de Mayo Square,
the site of Argentina’s most important historical
events - see its surroundings and the most
emblematic buildings and learn all about them.
Then enjoy Mayo Avenue and wonder in awe at
the oldest residential neighbourhood in Buenos
Aires: San Telmo. Live and feel the original Tango
in the neighbourhood of La Boca: walk along
Caminito Street and enjoy the Dancers and
souvenir shops. See the mythical Boca Juniors
soccer stadium. Contemplate the modernization
of the city whilst traveling along Puerto Madero
and its exclusive docks, full of excellent
restaurants and large offices. Pass through the
Retiro neighbourhood and move on to see
Palermo and its most exclusive residential area
before finally arriving at Recoleta. The tour comes
to an end near the Recoleta Cemetery. Here you
can choose to be taken back to the hotel with the
group, or to continue unguided into the cemetery,
where you can find the final resting place of Eva
Peron, "Evita." Please note: This is a small group
tour. If you wish to stay behind and visit the
Recoleta Cemetery, there is an entrance fee of
approximately $15 USD, payable locally, you
would then need to make your own way back to
the hotel.
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DAY 19: Fogón Asado Experience & Wine Pairing
This evening you will be collected from your hotel
and transferred to Fogón to immerse yourself in
their Asado Experience. From the chefs of the
famous Uco Restaurant in Buenos Aires and
Butterfly in Bariloche comes Fogón - a new way of
living the traditional Argentine Asado, served
with a twist. A closed-door dining experience
awaits you that explores new ways of serving
Argentine Asado classics. While seated at the bar
you’ll see, feel and taste traditional and modern
grill cooking techniques up close and personal as
you sit with the chefs around the parrilla. Every
Asado is unique but always includes the best cuts
of meat available and fire roasted seasonal
vegetables. The chefs have designed the tasting
menu to combine new grill techniques with tried
and true Argentine recipes that elevate the Asado
to new heights. The wine pairing menu has also
been designed to best enhance the flavours of the
ingredients, while presenting you with some of
the best boutique wines from Argentina. On
completion of your experience, please make your
own way back to your hotel. Includes: One way
transfer hotel to restaurant, welcome cocktail &
olives, First Course/Empanada, Second
Course/Chorizo & Morcilla, Third
Course/Provoleta Cheese & Matambre, Fourth
Course/The Seasonable One, Main Course/Steak
Three Ways, Dessert/Pancakes of Dulce de Leche
and Coffee, wine pairings with each course.
Please note: We suggest that you head out and
explore Palermo after your tour and do not
include a return transfer, however if you would
like to return straight to your hotel we can
arrange a transfer after the tour at an additional
cost.
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DAY 20: San Isidro & Tigre Delta Tour
Travel from the heart of Buenos Aires to the Tigre
Delta in a catamaran, offering one of the best
views of the city skyline (a view that surprisingly
few people see, even locals). You will be collected
from your hotel and taken to the city’s port to
board a modern catamaran which will take you to
the Tigre Delta. During the one-and-a-half-hour
cruise you will be able to admire Buenos Aires
from the Rio de la Plata (River Plate), its northern
areas and the channels of the Delta, whilst
enjoying refreshments on board. After the cruise,
disembark at Tigre Pier and visit by vehicle Paseo
Victoria, the most important neighbourhood in
Tigre and then the Puerto de Frutos. You will
soon find yourself in San Isidro where you will
visit the town’s historical centre and Cathedral on
foot while having a snack, and then finally you
will see the city’s northern areas and the
Presidential Residence in Olivos, before returning
to the city.

MCTSSAAE
DEPARTURE
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DURATION
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DAY 20: Aljibe Tango Show and Dinner
This evening you will be collected from your hotel
to experience a Tango Show with dinner at Aljibe
Tango. Located in San Telmo, the venue is a
restored conventillo (boarding house) and offers
an intimate show featuring professional dancers
and musicians. The show is accompanied by a
traditional menu and Argentine wines. Due to the
show commencing earlier than other venues, this
is an ideal venue for families or those who want a
taste of tango but not a late evening. Dinner will
be served from 7.00pm followed by the show
commencing from 8.00pm. Please note timings
are subject to change and will be confirmed
directly to you. On completion of the show, you
will be taken to your hotel. Please note this is a
small group tour.

DAY 21: Transfer to the airport for onward
destination
You will be collected from your hotel at the
appropriate time and transferred to the airport
for your onward flight. This service includes a
driver only.
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DAY 21: Arrival in Ushuaia
Ushuaia is the most southerly city in the world
and the capital of Tierra del Fuego (Land of Fire).
It has a dramatic setting, surrounded by
mountains to the north and the Beagle Channel to
the south, making it a spectacular departure point
for your Antarctic adventure. On arrival at
Ushuaia Airport, please make your way through
to the Arrivals Hall where our representative will
be waiting for you to transfer you to your hotel.
He/she will be holding a sign with your name on
it. Should you not be able to contact them, please
refer to the front of your itinerary for emergency
contact details of our representative office. Your
cruise itinerary begins with an overnight stay in
Ushuaia. If you arrive into Ushuaia early enough,
the day is yours to explore. Avenida San Martin
and the surrounding streets are where most
hotels, shops, restaurants, cafes and tourist
services are located. The Museo Marítimo y del
Presidio de Ushuaia (Maritime & the Prison of
Ushuaia Museum) is well worth a visit. Located in
the former prison of Ushuaia, the prison buildings
now house four museums - the Maritime Museum,
the Prison Museum, the Antarctic Museum and
the Marine Museum of Art. The buildings date
back to 1906 when convicts were transferred
from Isla de los Estados to Ushuaia to build this
national prison. Construction was completed in
1920 and the cells that were designed for 380
inmates, held up to 800 prisoners before closing
in 1947. Tierra del Fuego National Park is a short
bus ride from Ushuaia and was the first shoreline
national park established in Argentina. It is a
rugged, mountainous park with great views of
Lapataia Bay and dramatic scenery of waterfalls,
mountains, glaciers and lakes. There are many
hiking trails within the park including the Coastal
Path (Senda Costera) that connects Ensenada Bay
to Lapataia Bay on Lago Roca. The park is home
to many species of animal including the guanaco,
Andean fox, North American beaver, European
rabbit and muskrat. There are also many species
of birds including the torrent duck, kelp goose,
austral parakeet, Andean condor and the
Magellanic oystercatcher. The Fin del Mundo
Train (End of the World Train) is a steam train
that runs from Ushuaia to Tierra del Fuego
National Park, providing an alternative way to get
to the park.
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DAY 22: Embarkation in Ushuaia
This morning is free for you to explore Ushuaia,
giving you time to wander the streets of this
quaint port town, or discover Tierra del Fuego
National Park. Transfer to the pier of Ushuaia for
embarkation in the late afternoon. You will be
welcomed on board the Ocean Endeavour by the
Expedition Team and the Ship’s Officers. This
evening we set sail through the Beagle Channel
that was named after the British ship the HMS
Beagle. This famous channel transects the Tierra
del Fuego archipelago in the extreme south of
South America, and is rich in wildlife. Keep a look
out for Magellanic penguins, rock cormorants,
petrels and black-browed albatross from the deck
as well as sea lion colonies. Enjoy your first taste
of life at sea and a welcome dinner. The air is
likely to be filled with anticipation, as your next
view of land will be of Antarctica - the White
Continent.
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DAY 23: Drake Passage - Day 3 to 4
As we leave the Beagle Channel, prepare yourself
for potentially rough seas as we enter the
legendary Drake Passage. This infamous and
unpredictable channel of water separates the
southernmost tip of South America from the tip of
the Antarctic Peninsula. It was named after the
English explorer, Sir Frances Drake. As we head
southwards, there is time to get to know your
shipmates and get an insight into the excitement
ahead with presentations from the Expedition
Team on everything Antarctic - from the history
and geology to the incredible wildlife. We will
notice a drop in temperature as we cross the
Antarctic Convergence and enter the waters of
the Antarctic Ocean. At the Antarctic
Convergence, the colder polar waters flowing
north meet the warmer equatorial waters flowing
south. This mixing pushes nutrient rich waters to
the surface, attracting a variety of seabirds,
whales and other species. Look out through the
panoramic observation windows or brave the
elements outside on deck as you keep your eyes
peeled for albatrosses flying overhead, icebergs
and maybe even breaching whales. Leaving the
Antarctic Convergence in our wake, we continue
south towards Antarctica, maybe making landfall
by early evening on Day 4, if conditions are
favourable. The first sighting of land always
brings great excitement, and is often embraced as
the true beginning of any Antarctic expedition.
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DAY 25: South Shetlands and Antarctica - Day 5
to 8
For the next four days we explore the South
Shetland Islands and Antarctic Peninsula that is
famed for its majestic mountains, glaciers,
imposing icebergs, ice-strewn waters and
abundance of wildlife. The scenery, wildlife and
serene silence of Antarctica will enchant and
enthral and you will soon realise why this region
has captivated the attention of explorers and
travellers for centuries. Your days on the
Antarctic Peninsula will form the core of your
adventure. Every day will be different as we
cruise by Zodiac amongst the beautifully sculpted
icebergs and take Zodiac excursions from the ship
to explore local bays, channels and landing sites.
Unpredictable weather and ice conditions mean
that the itinerary will be flexible, but will make
the most of wildlife sightings, as we aim to
explore penguin rookeries, seal and bird colonies,
whale feeding areas as well as visiting sites of
historic and scientific interest and climbing to
vantage points for panoramic views. There is
always something new or unexpected to see, with
opportunities for kayaking, snowshoeing and
photography with an expert, which means that
your expedition will be a unique and personal
experience and unlike any other. Enjoy the antics
of thousands of curious penguins as you sit on a
pebbled beach, scout for whales and seals as you
cruise by Zodiac, visit a research base, listen out
for the mighty crack of a calving glacier and
maybe brave a polar plunge in the icy waters! As
we cruise through the Peninsula, the lecture
programme continues and sightseeing is at its
most spectacular off the ship’s outer decks. Enjoy
the Ocean Endeavour’s newly designed health
and fitness features, with facilities that include a
spa, His and Hers saunas, saltwater pool and gym
plus yoga sessions.

Copyright Chimu Adventures. All rights reserved 2022.

DEPARTURE
Enquire for exact departure
dates
DURATION
31 Days
LOCATIONS
Chile, Peru, Brazil, Argentina,
Antarctic Peninsula

Chimu Adventures PTY LTD

SOUTH AMERICA - SIGNATURE SOUTH AMERICA & ANTARCTIC EXPLORER

TRIP CODE

DAY 29: Drake Passage - Day 9 to 10
We hope to make one final excursion or shore
landing today before we leave the Antarctic
Peninsula behind, and head back across the
Drake Passage. This is another great opportunity
to look out for wildlife from the deck of the ship,
as you identify seabirds and maybe whales with
the help of your Expedition Team. Gain more
insight into the region by attending final lectures
and presentations by the polar experts and take
time to relax and reminisce about your Antarctic
experiences. By the evening we hope to be back
in the tranquil waters of the Beagle Channel,
ensuring a restful nights sleep on board.

MCTSSAAE
DEPARTURE
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DAY 31: Disembarkation in Ushuaia
We are scheduled to arrive into Ushuaia early this
morning, disembarking after a final breakfast
aboard the Ocean Endeavour. Transfer to the
airport for your onward flight, or maybe spend a
few days in Ushuaia, giving you time to explore
further, maybe hiking in Tierra del Fuego
National park. Please Note: You are advised not
to book a flight out of Ushuaia before midday on
disembarkation day, in case of delays caused by
unfavourable weather conditions. Cruise itinerary
is subject to change depending on weather
conditions, ice conditions and other factors.

INCLUSIONS & DETAILS
Accommodation

Superior
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- Tours as stated in itinerary
- Airport transfers
- Accommodation with breakfast
- Internal flights
- Transport
- Other meals where stated

DEPARTURE
Enquire for exact departure
dates
DURATION

Antarctica Cruise
- 9 nights and 10 days on board the cruise
- 01 Night in Ushuaia prior to Cruise departure at Hotel
Albatross or Similar
- Chef-prepared meals (all meals and daily snack
included)
- One dining room with unreserved seating
- Bar staffed by a professional bartender
- 24 hour beverage service
- Polar Library with a large collection of polar books and
DVDs
- Polar Boutique
- Multi-purpose lounge and presentation room
- Exercise Room
- Ship-to-shore satellite communications with email, and
wireless, Internet access

Inclusions

31 Days
LOCATIONS
Chile, Peru, Brazil, Argentina,
Antarctic Peninsula

NOT INCLUDED
Entrance fee to Tambopata National Reserve (Refugio
Amazonas US$13 & Tambopata Research Center US$65
approx.)
$750 credit flight does not apply if booking Triple cabins
Difficulty Rating

2 - Light Adventure

Single Surcharge

A single surcharge applies. Contact us for more info
Activities available in Cruise
- Zodiac Cruising (included)
- Hiking (included)

Notes
Advertised rate based on Twin share cabin.
Cruise duration may vary depending on departure date.
Price Dependent upon

Season and availability

SUSTAINABILITY
Chimu Adventures undertakes a number of sustainability measures within its operations
including:
1) Only using local guides and office staff to both maximise local employment
opportunities and minimise carbon footprints. Local guides also ensure you benefit from
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the intimate knowledge, passion and culture of the country you’re visiting.
2) Where possible, using locally owned and operated boutique hotels to maximise the
return to the local community.
3) Chimu’s “Pass it on” programme has provided funding to hundreds of local community
projects in Latin America. Our aim is to empower local communities, helping them to
develop their own infrastructure for the future. Since 2006, we have been working with
Kiva (a well-known Non-Governmental Organisation), providing hundreds of loans to
local businesses all over South America.
4) In our pre tour information we provide a range of tips and advice on how to minimise
your impact on both local environments and communities.

DEPARTURE
Enquire for exact departure
dates
DURATION
31 Days
LOCATIONS
Chile, Peru, Brazil, Argentina,
Antarctic Peninsula

5) Chimu Adventures’ offices also take a number of sustainability measures including
carbon offsets for company vehicles and most staff travel. Chimu Adventure’s internal
processes are also structures to create a paperless office and to reduce waste. There are
also internal programmes to help staff minimise their carbon footprint such as our staff
bike purchase assistance plan which encourages office staff to commute to work via
bicycle. Currently almost half of our office based staff commute to work via bicycle.
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