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INTRODUCTION

Book and Save: Up to 15%* on select cabins and departures.

Undertake an extraordinary expedition to the heart of Franz Josef land a remote Russian
archipelago. Embarking in Longyearbyen you will undergo a journey of rich Polar
exploration history and high arctic wilderness. Find the remains of remote makeshift
dwellings, encounter polar bears and thousands of hardy seabirds. The Russian High
Arctic is a stark and enigmatic landscape of drastic slopes, towering cliffs and flowering
tundra. This is a truly unique corner of the world.

ITINERARY

DAY 1: Arrival and Overnight in Longyearbyen

Welcome to Longyearbyen, the administrative
center of Svalbard and starting point of our Arctic
expedition! At the Longyearbyen airport, you will
be greeted by our staff and transferred to a
quality hotel, which has been arranged by us and
is included in the price of the itinerary. You will
then be free to explore the charming, walkable
town centre. We recommend starting your
discovery of the High Arctic at the excellent
Svalbard Museum, where you can also purchase
hard-to-find polar books and maps. Afterward,
you can enjoy an excellent dinner at one of
Longyearbyen’s many delightful restaurants. If
you are still awake at midnight, you will notice
the sun has not set. In fact, the sun will not set for
the entire duration of our time in Svalbard and
Franz Josef Land.
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DAY 2: Embarkation in Longyearbyen

After breakfast at your hotel, the morning is yours
to enjoy Longyearbyen. Take in the views of icy
fjords and glaciated mountains surrounding this
historic coal-mining town. Take advantage of
shopping for souvenirs or some last-minute
necessities such as cold-weather gear. Just
remember, you will soon receive your very own
parka to keep and waterproof boots to borrow on
board the ship. For lunch, Longyearbyen offers
quick and easy meal options including the most
northerly pizzas and kebabs in the world. In the
afternoon, you will be transferred to the pier
where we will warmly welcome you aboard the
deluxe expedition vessel M/V Sea Spirit. Get
settled in your spacious suite and explore the ship
that will be your comfortable home during the
extraordinary adventure to come. Once
underway, a full schedule of events kicks off with
informative briefings and introductions from your
expedition staff. After the first of many delicious
dinners on board, step out onto the open decks to
admire the gorgeous scenery in endless evening
light as we pass through the wildlife-rich waters
of Isfjorden, one of the largest fjords in Svalbard.
 
 
DAY 3: Across the Barents Sea - Day 3 to 4

From Isfjorden, we sail south along the beautiful
western coast of Spitsbergen before rounding
Sørkapp to enter the wild Barents Sea. During
our northeastward crossing to Franz Josef Land,
we are likely to encounter large swaths of sea ice.
Such conditions were the bane of early explorers
in wooden sailing ships. But for us, with the
benefit of an ice-strengthened ship and advanced
navigation systems, the ice is a welcome
opportunity for finding harp seals and polar
bears. These cold, nutrient-rich waters are also
home to numerous whale species, including
humpback whales, fin whales and endangered
bowhead whales. Our veteran wildlife guides are
on duty around the clock to point the way to
marine mammals and Arctic seabirds in this vast
frontier of ice and water. Sometime during the
second day of sailing, we expect to see the
massive ice dome of Alexandra Land come into
view through the icy mists—our first sighting of
the enigmatic Franz Josef Land archipelago.
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DAY 5: Franz Josef Land - Day 5 to 10

Upon reaching Russian waters, we head directly
to the extremely remote military base at
Nagurskoye for immigration clearance into the
Russian Federation. During this process, we will
be anchored in Cambridge Bay, one of the best
places in Franz Josef Land for spotting marine
mammals. For the rest of our time in Franz Josef
Land, we will be free to explore the many islands
of this dramatic High Arctic wilderness in
whatever way best suits the conditions we
encounter. As with any true polar expedition, our
schedule and route will be shaped by weather and
ice. At this time of year, we expect to find sea ice
almost everywhere. This will give us plenty of
chances to enjoy the incredible sight of polar
bears and walrus on ice. With the advantage of
24-hour daylight, we will make the most of every
opportunity for exploration and wildlife viewing,
no matter where we may find ourselves in this
vast polar wilderness. Additional highlights on
our itinerary include Tikhaya Bukhta, a Russian
Arctic National Park ranger station occupying
Soviet-era research buildings. Here you can talk
to station personnel and buy unique souvenirs at
the gift shop. We also hope to explore some
fascinating geological features, such as the
mysterious stone spheres on Champ Island and
the amazing basaltic columns at the Rubini Rock
seabird colony. Collectors of geographical
extremes may also take note that Cape Fligely on
Rudolf Island is the northernmost point of land in
Eurasia and the Eastern Hemisphere.
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DAY 11: Back to Svalbard - Day 11 to 12

After our amazing time in Franz Josef Land, we
head back across the icy Barents Sea toward
Svalbard. Seabird viewing and whale sightings
can be enjoyed from panoramic open decks and
from the windows or balcony of your suite.
Presentations by our expert staff and range of
onboard recreation facilities also ensure that
these sea days are not idly spent. As we head
back toward Longyearbyen, we round the
southern tip of Spitsbergen, the largest island in
the Svalbard archipelago. As time and conditions
permit, we may have the opportunity to visit the
magnificent South Spitsbergen National Park, a
pristine polar wilderness abounding with Arctic
animals. The centerpiece of this park is
Hornsund, a picture-perfect fjord system where
countless mighty glaciers cascade from soaring
mountaintops into icy inlets. This is a prime
location to spot polar bears and other marine
wildlife from the ship. We also have a chance to
explore North Isforden National Park. This
outstanding protected area is characterized by
lush and beautiful landscapes, striking geological
features and excellent wildlife-viewing
opportunities. Along these virgin coastlines, it is
possible to observe endemic Svalbard reindeer
and playful Arctic fox romping in flowering tundra
meadows. The area also hosts huge flocks of
migratory seabirds, including Brünnich’s
guillemots, little auks and Atlantic puffins.
 
 
DAY 13: Disembarkation in Longyearbyen

After filling up at your final buffet breakfast on
board, we bid you farewell in Longyearbyen. We
provide transfers to the airport or to the town
center in case you plan to stay longer in Svalbard.
As you look back on your wonderful experience in
Franz Josef Land, you may already be planning to
your next polar expedition with us!

 
 

 

INCLUSIONS & DETAILS
Accommodation Cabin on board ship
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Inclusions

Cabin accommodation on board vessel 
All meals on board
Guiding and lectures by experienced expedition team
All scheduled landings and zodiac excursions
Complimentary use of rubber boots for duration of
voyage
Complimentary expedition jacket (yours to keep) 
 
Exclusions 
International flights
Visa and reciprocity fees (if applicable) 
Travel Insurance
Any activities not mentioned as included
Gratuities for staff and crew

Difficulty Rating 2 (light adventure)

Single Surcharge Available upon request, contact us for more details. 

Notes Please note this itinerary is subject to change depending
on weather and ice conditions. 

Price Dependent upon Departure date, seasonality and availability

SUSTAINABILITY

Chimu Adventures undertakes a number of sustainability measures within its operations
including:

1) Only using local guides and office staff to both maximise local employment
opportunities and minimise carbon footprints. Local guides also ensure you benefit from
the intimate knowledge, passion and culture of the country you’re visiting.

2) Where possible, using locally owned and operated boutique hotels to maximise the
return to the local community.

3) Chimu’s “Pass it on” programme has provided funding to hundreds of local community
projects in Latin America. Our aim is to empower local communities, helping them to
develop their own infrastructure for the future. Since 2006, we have been working with
Kiva (a well-known Non-Governmental Organisation), providing hundreds of loans to
local businesses all over South America.

4) In our pre tour information we provide a range of tips and advice on how to minimise
your impact on both local environments and communities.

5) Chimu Adventures’ offices also take a number of sustainability measures including
carbon offsets for company vehicles and most staff travel. Chimu Adventure’s internal
processes are also structures to create a paperless office and to reduce waste. There are
also internal programmes to help staff minimise their carbon footprint such as our staff
bike purchase assistance plan which encourages office staff to commute to work via
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bicycle. Currently almost half of our office based staff commute to work via bicycle


