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INTRODUCTION

Undertake this magical journey across the Antarctic Circle. On board the Greg Mortimer
you will find the highest degree of safety and comfort as you enter a realm few travellers
have the luxury of ever visiting. Thread your way through narrow passages and
undertake landings on icy shores with backdrops of ice-clad mountains. Encounter
feeding whales, lively penguins and curious seals on this unforgettable journey during
the Christmas period.  

ITINERARY

DAY 1: Arrival in Ushuaia

Arrive in Ushuaia, where you will be met by a
representative of Aurora Expeditions and
transferred to your group hotel (preferred flights
only). Upon arrival at your included hotel, kindly
remind hotel check-in staff to provide you with
Aurora Expeditions cabin tags. Please clearly
label the tags with your name and ship cabin
number.
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DAY 2: Embarkation in Ushuaia

This morning, please ensure your cabin luggage is
fitted with cabin tags clearly labelled with your
name and cabin number. Please take your cabin
luggage down to hotel reception by 8.00 AM. Your
luggage will be collected from your hotel and
transferred directly to port for clearance and
delivered to your cabin ahead of your arrival on
board. Keep any valuables or personal items with
you throughout the day. Once you have checked
out of your hotel by 11.00 AM, you have free time
before meeting back in the hotel lobby at 2.00 PM
to commence a tour of Ushuaia. Alternatively,
enjoy time at leisure and make your own way to
Prison Museum carpark by 3.45 pm to rejoin the
group and transfer to the pier for embarkation.
Ushuaia, capital of Tierra del Fuego is located at
the shores of the Beagle Channel and surrounded
by the Martial Mountains giving you a unique
landscape in Argentina, which is the combination
of mountains, sea, glaciers and forests. On this
introductory tour, you will visit “La Mision”
neighbourhood, the old Government House, and
the upper area of the city, which offers beautiful
panoramic views of Ushuaia and the Beagle
Channel. During the excursion you will see the
antique houses that belonged to the first families
settled in Ushuaia. The excursion ends with a visit
to the Old Prison Museum before transferring to
the pier for embarkation at approximately 4.00
PM. After embarkation, you’ll have time to settle
into your cabin before our important mandatory
briefings. As the ship pulls away from port, we’ll
gather on the deck to commence our adventure
with spectacular views over Ushuaia and Tierra
del Fuego. This evening, get to know your fellow
expeditioners and friendly expedition team and
crew at a welcome dinner.
 
 
DAY 3: Drake Crossing

As we commence the Drake Passage crossing, we
make the most of our time getting comfortable
with the motions of the sea. Our expedition team
prepare you for our first landing with important
wildlife guidelines and biosecurity procedures,
and start our lecture program to help you learn
more about Antarctica’s history, wildlife and
environment. Our wildlife experiences begin as
we enjoy watching and photographing the many
seabirds, including majestic albatrosses and giant
petrels following in our wake. They rise and fall
skilfully, using air currents created by the ship to
gain momentum.
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DAY 4: Drake and South Shetlands

Nearing the South Shetland Islands and the tip of
the Antarctic Peninsula on day four, the
excitement is palpable with everyone converging
on one of the observation decks, watching for our
first iceberg. The ocean takes on a whole new
perspective once we are below the Antarctic
Convergence and are surrounded by the surreal
presence of floating ice sculptures. The memory
of your first big iceberg sighting is likely to
remain with you for a lifetime. Weather
permitting, we may attempt our first landing in
Antarctica by late afternoon.
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DAY 5: Antarctic Peninsula and Circle - Day 5 to
12

It’s almost impossible to describe the feeling of
arriving in Antarctica. Spotting your first iceberg
and taking a deep breath of some of the most
fresh, crisp air on earth is an experience that will
stay with you forever. Once we arrive, the
western side of the Antarctic Peninsula and the
South Shetland Islands are ours to explore, and
we have a host of choices available to us. Because
we are so far south, we will experience
approximately 18-24 hours of daylight and the
days can be as busy as you wish. We generally
make landings or Zodiac excursions twice a day.
You’ll want to rug up before joining Zodiac
cruises along spectacular ice cliffs or among
grounded icebergs, keeping watch for whales,
seals and porpoising penguins. Zodiacs will also
transport you from the ship to land, where you
can visit penguin rookeries, discover historic huts
and explore some of our favourite spots along the
peninsula. In addition to Zodiac cruises and shore
excursions, we may ship cruise some of the
narrow, dramatic straits separating offshore
islands from the mainland, or linger in scenic
bays to watch whales travelling or feeding. This is
a great time to enjoy the observation lounge or
make your way to the bridge for uninterrupted
views of Antarctica in all its splendour. Keep an
ear out for the creak and deep rumble of glaciers
as they carve their way from summit to sea, and
take a quiet moment to experience the wonder of
this incredible white continent. On this voyage,
we plan to cross the Antarctic Circle, an
imaginary line located at the Antarctic Circle at
latitude 66°33' South (approximately). This is
certainly a special highlight for everyone, and the
moment will be celebrated with a toast on the
deck. You’ve earned some boasting privileges,
joining a small group of lucky adventurers who’ve
made it to this part of the world. As we approach
and cross the circle, you will notice subtle
changes in the landscape, icescape, and also in
the distribution of wildlife. The waters at this time
of year are rich with krill and we hope to see
plenty of whales - particularly humpbacks and
minkes, and enjoy the spectacle of penguins
feeding their ravenous chicks.
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DAY 13: Drake Crossing - Day 13 to 14

Today, our landings come to an end as we enter
the Drake Passage for our return journey to South
America. With lectures and film presentations to
complete our Antarctic experience, there is still
plenty of time to enjoy the magic of Southern
Ocean and the life that calls it home. There is
time for reflection and discussion about what we
have seen and experienced, and the impact this
voyage has had on our attitude to life. As we
approach the tip of South America, our Captain
may sail close to legendary Cape Horn, weather
and time permitting.
 
 
DAY 15: Disembarkation in Ushuaia

During the early morning, we cruise up the
Beagle Channel, before quietly slipping into dock
in Ushuaia, where we will be free to disembark
around 8.00 am. Farewell your expedition team
and fellow passengers as we all continue our
onward journeys, hopefully with a newfound
sense of the immense power of nature. A transfer
to downtown Ushuaia before continuing to the
airport is included in the cost of the voyage.
NOTE: At the conclusion of the voyage, we do not
recommend booking flights departing Ushuaia
prior to 12.00 pm on the day of disembarkation in
case there are delays.
 
 

 

INCLUSIONS & DETAILS
Accommodation Cabin on board ship
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Inclusions

1 Night hotel accommodation in Ushuaia, pre-cruise Day
1
Cabin accommodation on board Greg Mortimer
All meals whilst on board ship 
City Tour in Ushuaia Day 2 (lunch not included)
Luggage transfer hotel to ship in Ushuaia Day 2
Transfer Pier to downtown Ushuaia or to airport Day 15
All scheduled landings & excursions
Guiding and lectures by English-speaking expedition
leader and team 
All port fees
All landing fees
Expedition jacket provided (yours to keep) 
A pair of expedition boots for use during voyage
Group arrival and departure transfer in Ushuaia
Exclusions
Airfares to and from embarkation/disembarkation city
Visa fees (if applicable) 
Travel insurance
Beverages (other than tea and coffee) 
Personal expenses such as laundry, on board
communication (telephone calls, fax, email) 
Gratuities for the crew
Pre or post cruise travel expenses
Optional activities

Difficulty Rating 2 (light adventure)

Single Surcharge Available upon request. Contact us for more details.

Notes Please note this itinerary is subject to change depending
on weather and ice conditions.

Price Dependent upon Departure date, seasonality and availability

SUSTAINABILITY

As a member of IAATO we follow guidelines appointed by the Antarctic Treaty System to
go above and beyond in support of minimizing negative impacts on this pristine
landscape. We also encourage clients to look to book pre-and post- accommodation with
us, where local businesses will be supported. Our clients also receive restaurant
recommendations which support locally owned restaurants

We carefully select all ships we work with and choose smaller sized vessels to create less
impact. We use a highly regulated, licensed vessel which is well equipped to operate in
the Antarctic’s delicate ecosystem. We view the voyage to the Antarctic as an expedition,
not a sightseeing trip. Smaller boats such as ours can navigate narrow waterways and
are far less polluting than the larger ships in Antarctic waters. By carrying less
passengers, we have far less waste. The waste is carried back to the home port to allow
for environmentally conscious waste management and disposal.
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For more information on our sustainability policies, including how we are striving
towards being a paperless organisation, click HERE

https://www.chimuadventures.com/about/sustainability

