GALAPAGOS OF SOUTHERN OCEAN FROM DUNEDIN

TRIP CODE
NZHEGD
DEPARTURE
22/12/2021
DURATION
13 Days
LOCATIONS
New Zealand and Subantarctic
Islands

INTRODUCTION
Undertake one of the most inspirational and unforgettable journeys to the unique sites of
the Southern Ocean. The Subantarctic Islands are dubbed the 'Galapagos of the Southern
Ocean' due to their incredibly rich biodiversity. Departing from Dunedin, this expedition
experience will have you encountering vast colonies of penguins, fur and elephant seals.
You will also spot unique seabirds including albatross, petrels, shearwaters and prions.
Discover four of the Subantarctic Islands on this incredible adventure as you immerse
yourself in some of the most remote and isolated islands of the world, each unique and
ﬁlled with incredible vistas and varied ecosystems. From rocky shores to open plains of
incredible 'megaherbs'. This is a truly unforgettable and unique expedition experience
close to home.

ITINERARY
DAY 1: Embarkation in Dunedin
Passengers should make their way to the
Distinction Dunedin Hotel in the central city where
our group will spend the ﬁrst night of the
expedition. This evening there will be an informal
get-together at the hotel for dinner; an excellent
opportunity to meet fellow adventurers on your
voyage and some of our expedition team
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DAY 2: Otago Harbour

DEPARTURE

Take breakfast at your leisure in the hotel
restaurant before transferring to the port to
embark the Spirit of Enderby. You will have the
opportunity to settle into your cabin and
familiarise yourself with the ship; we will also take
the opportunity to conduct several compulsory
safety brieﬁngs. You are invited to join the
expedition team and captain on the bridge as we
set our course to The Snares and our adventure
begins. As we leave the harbour, we will sail
alongside the wildlife rich Otago Peninsula,
Northern Royal Albatross breed here and they can
often be observed overhead. Turning the bow
south we may start to encounter our ﬁrst
cetaceans of the voyage.

22/12/2021
DURATION
13 Days
LOCATIONS
New Zealand and Subantarctic
Islands

DAY 3: The Snares - North East Island
The closest Subantarctic Islands to New Zealand,
they were appropriately called The Snares as they
were once considered a hazard for sailing ships.
Comprising of two main islands and a group of ﬁve
islands called the Western Chain; they are
uninhabited and enjoy the highest protection as
Nature Reserves. It is claimed by some that these
islands are home to more nesting seabirds than all
the British Isles together. We plan to arrive midmorning and as landings are not permitted, we will
Zodiac cruise along the sheltered eastern side of
the main island if the weather and sea conditions
are suitable. In the sheltered bays, we should see
the endemic Snares Crested Penguin, Snares
Island Tomtit and Fernbirds. Cape Pigeons,
Antarctic Terns, White-fronted Terns and Redbilled Gulls are also present in good numbers.
There are hundreds of thousands of Sooty
Shearwaters nesting on The Snares; the actual
number is much debated. The Buller’s Albatross
breed here from early January onwards.
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DAY 4: Enderby Island

DEPARTURE

The Auckland Islands group was formed by two
volcanoes which erupted some 10-25 million years
ago. They have subsequently been eroded and
dissected by glaciation creating the archipelago as
we know it today. Enderby Island is one of the
most beautiful islands in this group and is named
for the same distinguished shipping family as our
own vessel. This northern most island in the
archipelago is an outstanding wildlife and birding
location and is relatively easy to land on and walk
around. The island was cleared of all introduced
animals (pests) in 1994 and both birds and the
vegetation, especially the herbaceous plants, are
recovering both in numbers and diversity. During
our day ashore there will be several options, some
longer walks, some shorter walks and time to
spend just sitting and enjoying the wildlife. The
walking is relatively easy, a board walk traverses
the island to the dramatic western cliﬀs from there
we follow the coast on the circumnavigation of the
island. Birds that we are likely to encounter
include the following species: Southern Royal
Albatross, Northern Giant Petrel, Auckland Island
Shag, Auckland Island Flightless Teal, Auckland
Island Banded Dotterel, Auckland Island Tomtit,
Bellbird, Pipit, Redcrowned Parakeet, Yellow-eyed
Penguin and Light-mantled Sooty Albatross.
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DAY 5: Carnley Harbour

DEPARTURE

In the south of the archipelago there is a very
large sheltered harbour it is rich in human history
including shipwrecks, treasure hunters,
Coastwatchers and of course scientiﬁc parties. We
plan to arrive early morning from our anchorage at
Enderby Island. We enter the harbour through the
eastern entrance which is guarded on both sides
by dramatic cliﬀs and rugged tussock covered
hills. Our activities here today are totally weather
dependent. We have several options. If the
weather is OK, there will be an opportunity for the
more energetic expeditioners to climb to the
South West Cape and visit the Shy Mollymawk
colony. Above the colony we occasionally see
Gibson’s Wandering Albatross breeding. This climb
provides magniﬁcent views in all directions,
especially over the western entrance to Carnley
Harbour, Adams Island and Western Harbour. For
those not able to make the climb (it is reasonably
diﬃcult) there will be an opportunity to Zodiac
cruise along the coast of Adams Island and
Western Harbour, with landings in the later. Other
options include the Tagua Bay Coastwatcher’s hut
and lookout (the former is derelict) which was
occupied during the Second World War. We could
visit Epigwatt and the remains of the ‘Grafton’
which was wrecked here in 1864.
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DAY 6: At Sea
As we make our way south through the Furious
Fifties also known as the Albatross latitudes, the
birding especially south of the Auckland Islands
should be good. We will have a series of informal
lectures on the biology and history of the
Subantarctic Islands. We will also prepare you for
our visit to Macquarie Island
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DAY 8: At Sea

DEPARTURE

Sailing north through the Furious Fifties, also
known as the Albatross latitudes, we will have a
series of informal lectures on the biology and
history of the Subantarctic Islands and prepare for
our visit to Campbell Island. Species that we may
see include the Wandering Albatross, Royal
Albatross, Black-browed Albatross, Light-mantled
Sooty Albatross, Salvin’s Albatross, Grey-headed
Albatross, Northern and Southern Giant Petrel,
Sooty Shearwater and Little Shearwater. There
should be plenty of prions including Fairy, Fulmar
and Antarctic, identifying them is not easy – but
we should get some great views.
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DAY 9: At Sea
Today is very similar to Day 6 except we are north
bound and hopefully running with the prevailing
weather which should make it a bit more
comfortable. There will be brieﬁngs and lectures
on Campbell Island in preparation for our visit
there and opportunities for pelagic birding and/or
simply relaxing.
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DAY 10: Campbell Island - Perseverance Harbour Day 10 to
We have plenty of time to explore Campbell
Island, New Zealand’s southernmost Subantarctic
territory. Its history is as rich and varied as the
other islands we have visited. Discovered in 1810
(by the same sealing captain who discovered
Macquarie Island) it too was soon occupied by
sealers who introduced rats and cats. In 1895 the
New Zealand government advertised the island as
a pastoral lease. The lease was taken up by an
entrepreneurial New Zealand sheep farmer who
stocked the island with sheep and cattle. The
farming practices, which included burning the
scrub, modiﬁed the island considerably.
Coastwatchers were stationed on the island during
the war, at the end of the war the station was
taken over by the New Zealand Metrological
service and they maintained a manned
weather/research station on the island until 1995.
We will oﬀer several options which will enable you
to explore the island. There will be extended walks
to Northwest Bay and possibly Mt Honey. There
will also be an easier walk to the Col Lyall Saddle.
All these options will allow you the opportunity
and time to enjoy the Southern Royal Albatross
which nest here in large numbers. We also visit
areas of the island which contain outstanding
examples of the mega herbs for which the island is
renown. Other birds we should see include Lightmantled Sooty Albatross, Northern Giant Petrel,
Southern Skua, Red-billed Gull, Blackbacked Gull,
Antarctic Tern, Redpoll, Dunnock and New Zealand
Pipit.
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DAY 12: At Sea
At sea en route to the Port of Bluﬀ, take the
opportunity to relax and reﬂect on an amazing
experience. We will recap the highlights of our
expedition and enjoy a farewell dinner tonight as
we complete the last few miles of our journey.
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DAY 13: Disembarkation in Invercargill

DEPARTURE

Early this morning we will arrive in the Port of
Bluﬀ. After a ﬁnal breakfast and completing
Custom formalities we bid farewell to our fellow
voyagers and take a complimentary coach
transfer to either a central city point or to the
airport. In case of unexpected delays due to
weather and/or port operations we ask you not to
book any onward travel until after midday this
day.
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INCLUSIONS & DETAILS
Accommodation

Cabin on board ship

Inclusions

Cabin accommodation on board ship
All meals on board
All scheduled landings and excursions
Guiding and lectures by experienced expedition team
Pre/post cruise transfers
One night accommodation pre departure (incl
breakfast/dinner)
EXCLUSIONS
International ﬂights
Visa fees (if applicable)
Travel and medical insurance
Items of a personal nature
Any activities not mentioned as included

Diﬃculty Rating

2 (light adventure)

Single Surcharge

Available upon request, contact us for more information.

Notes

In the spirit of a true expedition experience your itinerary
may be subject to change depending on weather and sea
conditions. Your captain and crew will make the most
eﬀort yo ensure a seamless expedition.

Price Dependent upon

Departure date, seasonality and availability.

SUSTAINABILITY
Being environmentally accountable is a crucial part of our organisation. Chimu is currently
striving towards using less paper, taking several initiatives to do so and tracking our
progress along the way. Our goal: A paperless organisation. For this reason, all
information given to you will be sent electronically. We encourage those who choose to
travel with us to support our aspirations and actions and ask that you reconsider printing
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out documentation. To view these documents, you can download them to your iPad or
portable computer before and during your trip.
Chimu is passionate and dedicated to sustainability measures and understands the crucial
part sustainability plays within the tourism industry.
We use local guides and oﬃce staﬀ to both maximise local employment opportunities and
minimise carbon footprint. Local guides also ensure you beneﬁt from the intimate
knowledge, passion and culture of the country you’re visiting. Our guides are all highly
qualiﬁed (most with university degrees) or equip with many years of experience and are
paid above the standard wage. Whether it be our knowledgeable local guides, locally
produced meals or the transport on tour, we do not use imported goods when local
products are available. We aim to minimise our impact on the environment and give as
much back as possible to the communities we work in.
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While visiting the many national parks, heritage sites, museums and landmarks our
travellers are encouraged to explore whilst remaining culturally aware and sensitive. We
further encourage you to buy appropriate souvenirs and discourage the buying of
anything wrongfully made or taken from the environment i.e. shells and endangered
species products. Information on how you can be environmentally conscious, and travel
responsibly will be made available in our Travellers Guides and provided during your
travels by guides and staﬀ.
For more information on our sustainability policies, including how we are striving towards
being a paperless organisation, click HERE
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