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INTRODUCTION
This incredible 11-day adventure offers the perfect combination of unique cultural
immersion and exciting adventure travel activities. Everything on this superior styled
itinerary has been handpicked, from the superior accommodation to fascinating
highlights you will experience along the way.
Starting in Lima, also known as the 'gastronomical capital of the Americas', you will eat
your way around the city before flying to the capital of the ancient Incan Empire â
Cusco, to visit Sacred Valley and the iconic Machu Picchu. Daily expeditions will lead
you along seldom-traveled highland trails surrounded by snow-capped peaks, past roving
herds of llamas and alpacas, around impossibly hued turquoise lakes, and through
waterfalls. Your destinations will showcase the flavours of the region and wares of its
skilled artisans, and include fascinating archaeological sites. Most importantly, you will
travel to hidden communities unchanged for centuries for a unique up-close visit with
local people. At sunset, settle into deluxe mountain lodges run in partnership with local
communities.
On this all-encompassing personalised itinerary, Chimu will provide travel
logistics for your travel party for the duration of your journey, plus expert
guides for all the major sightseeing as per itinerary. Each night you will stay in
superior accommodation, handpicked by our experienced team for their
creature comforts, convenient locations, and impeccable service.

ITINERARY
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DAY 1: Arrival transfer in Lima
On arrival, please make your way through to the
Arrivals Hall where our representative will be
waiting for you to transfer you to your hotel. This
service includes a driver and local English
speaking guide, who will provide you with any
useful information needed for your stay. He/she
will be holding a sign with your name on it.
Should you not be able to locate them, please
refer to the front of your itinerary for emergency
contact details of our representative office.
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DAY 1: Lima
Lima, the capital of Peru, sits on the country's
arid Pacific coast. Founded in 1535, its colonial
centre is well preserved, but today Lima is a
bustling metropolis and one of South America’s
largest cities. The city is home to the various
museums including the Museo Larco that houses
a collection of pre-Columbian art and the Museo
de la Nación, tracing the history of Peru’s ancient
civilizations. Lima is known as the “gastronomical
capital of the Americas”, encompassing
specialties from ceviche and traditional coastal
cooking to refined global fare. It even boasts
several of the top restaurants in the world. If you
have any free days during your stay, we
recommend that you take a visit to the Larcomar
shopping centre. Located on a cliff with
spectacular views of the Pacific Ocean in the
heart of Lima's Miraflores district, it is worth the
visit. You can either walk from Barranco or have
your hotel arrange a taxi for you. Additionally,
Huaccu Pucllana is a massive adobe and clay
pyramid built between 200 and 700 AD. It served
as an important ceremonial and administrative
centre for the advancement of Lima culture,
constructed from seven staggered platforms.
Take a taxi to this amazing site in Miraflores
(closed on Tuesday's). You can take a tour upon
arrival, or simply admire the structure while
sipping a coffee or a pisco sour in the lovely
Peruvian restaurant overlooking the site (open for
lunch until 3pm). Or if you are interested in
history and archaeology, a visit to the one-of-akind private Museo Larco could be an
unforgettable experience. Discover over 5000
years of ancient Peruvian civilisations and the
intimate bond that existed between preColumbian societies and the natural world. Open
daily, however it is a good idea to check if a
guided tour in English is available prior to
visiting.
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DAY 2: Lima City Highlights and Tastebud
Tantaliser
Embark on a 4 hour walking food tour in Lima's
Historic Centre. The tour starts with pick up from
your hotel and the first stop is the city's most
famous 'Plaza San Martin'. After taking in one of
Peru's most famous plazas and a photo
opportunity of the Gran Hotel Bolivar, we will
head to Lima's very own Chinatown and to the
biggest market of the city! During this food tour,
you will have the chance to taste popular on-thego delicacies that locals devour. While trying
some tasteful local treats, you’ll be learning more
about Peru's history and interesting facts around
the local – informal – economy and daily life in
Peru. In the historic center of Lima, you will get
to observe Lima's most emblematic architectural
masterpieces, of Spanish and Moorish heritage. It
will also be a great opportunity for you to people
watch and immerse yourself into a truly joyful
local experience – we designed this food tour so
that you could feel like a real Liman! *Private
tours can be scheduled to start between 10:00
and 15:00 *NB that this tour requires a minimum
of 2 passengers to operate *NB this tour does not
operate on Sunday’s.
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DAY 3: Transfer to the airport for onward
destination
You will be collected from your hotel at the
appropriate time and transferred to the airport
for your onward flight.

DAY 3: Arrival transfer in Cusco
On arrival, please make your way through to the
Arrivals Hall where our representative will be
waiting for you to transfer you to your hotel.
He/she will be holding a sign with your name on
it. Please note this service is with a driver only.
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DAY 3: Cusco
Cusco, set at an altitude of 3,400 metres in the
Peruvian Andes, was once the capital of the Inca
Empire. It is known for its Spanish colonial
architecture and Incan remains. Narrow, cobblestoned streets lined by Inca walls stretch out from
the main plaza in every direction. Many of the
colonial buildings were built on top of Incan
foundations and the stonework is unparalleled in
its precision and beauty.
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DAY 4: Pre Tour Briefing - Includes Transfer
fromHotel
Hopefully you have enjoyed your day at leisure in
Cusco. This evening you will be collected from
your hotel and dropped off for a pre tour briefing,
where you will learn about the plans for the next
5 days in the Sacred Valley. The briefing is
approx. 45 minutes and allows time for any
questions you may have about the days ahead.

DAY 5: Exploring Pisaq - Day 1
Begin your journey from the busy streets of Cusco
to the Sacred Valley of the Incas, full of lush
green fields surrounded by striking mountain
peaks. Start your day with either an invigorating
hike from the village of Amaru to the community
of Viacha, or a visit to the Awanakancha textile
centre followed by an exploration of the lively
town and colourful artisan marketplace of Pisaq.
Midday, both cultural explorers and hikers will
reunite in the village of Viacha to learn about
traditional Andean farming before a hike or drive
to the Pisaq archaeological site for a guided tour.

DAY 6: Into the Heart of Lares - Day 2
The day begins with a visit to the small town of
Lamay followed by a scenic drive into the heart of
the Lares Valley. Your first stop will be
Ancasmarca for a guided tour of this seldomvisited archaeological site. Afterwards, choose a
visit with the expert textile weavers in the remote
village of Choquecancha or a hike amidst
turquoise blue lakes and towering peaks to the
remote village of Huacahuasi, where both groups
meet again to spend the night.
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DAY 7: The Road to Ollantaytambo - Day 3
Begin the day with a scenic drive from
Huacahuasi to the remote village of Huilloc. From
there, choose a morning hike from Huilloc to
Pumamarka, or explore the village and nearby
sheepherding community of Marcacocha before
regrouping for lunch and a midday exploration of
the Pumamarka archaeological site. After lunch,
choose to hike from Pumamarka to Ollantaytambo
or drive and spend the afternoon exploring
Ollantaytambo’s maze-like alleys and
passageways. Note: Afternoon hikers will meet
the rest of the group at the hotel upon arrival in
the Sacred Valley. Optional group activity this
afternoon – You can visit a locally-sourced Sacred
Valley craft brewery (subject to additional costs).
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DAY 8: Discovering Ollantaytambo - Day 4
Begin your day with an optional early morning
hike to the Inca storage houses high above the
town for an impressive view of the Ollantaytambo
fortress and ceremonial site. Afterwards, the
entire group will meet at the entrance of the site
for a guided tour before embarking on a scenic
train ride to Aguas Calientes at the base of Machu
Picchu. Alternately, opt for an all-day hike from
train marker KM 104 to the Machu Picchu Sun
Gate on the classic Inca Trail (subject to
additional cost).

DAY 9: The Citadel of Machu Picchu - Day 5
Your journey to Machu Picchu begins with a
rollicking morning uphill bus ride, followed by a
guided tour of the Machu Picchu citadel. After the
tour you will have free time to explore on your
own or hike up Huayna Picchu (additional
expense) *, the iconic mountain that looms
overhead. After the visit you will have lunch in
Aguas Calientes before the return train ride to
Ollantaytambo (approximately 1.5 hours) and
vehicle transfer to your hotel in Cusco
(approximately 1.5 hours). *Note: Permits for
Huayna Picchu are subject to availability and are
an additional cost; please advise if you would like
to include this experience when you confirm your
reservation. In the event that Huayna Picchu
permits are not available for your desired date,
Machu Picchu Mountain (the second peak within
the sanctuary) is an alternative option.
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DAY 10: Cusco Walking Tour and Sacsayhuaman
Today, explore the city’s fascinating history, from
the Inca times to colonial rule to the present day.
Wind through narrow cobble-stoned streets and
visit the market of Cusco. Along the way, get the
chance to see the colonial buildings. Visit the
fascinating Koricancha Temple of the Sun and the
Cathedral, built on the ruins of an Inca Palace.
From here, head to Sacsayhuaman, a former Inca
fortress perched atop the hill above Cusco, it
presents a work of impeccable engineering
(gigantic carved rocks that fit with absolute
precision).
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DAY 10: Tourist Ticket of Cusco PARTIAL - Valid
for 1 day
Partial BTG: Valid for 1 day. It grants you entry to
Sacsayhuaman, Q’enko, Tambomachay and Puca
Pucara OR Pisac, Ollantaytambo, Chinchero &
Moray

DAY 11: Transfer to the airport for onward
destination
You will be collected from your hotel at the
appropriate time and transferred to the airport
for your onward flight.

INCLUSIONS & DETAILS
Accommodation

Hotel
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Inclusions

Inclusions
Private airport transfers
Internal flights as part of this itinerary
Accommodation with breakfast daily
Sightseeing with local English-speaking guide as detailed
in itinerary
Other meals where stated
Exclusions
International flights
Visa & reciprocity fees (if applicable)
Travel insurance
Beverages
Personal expenses
Gratuities for tour guides & drivers
Any items not mentioned as included

Difficulty Rating

2 (light adventure - high altitude in some areas)

Single Surcharge

A single supplement surcharge applies and is subject to
availability. Please contact us for more information.

Notes

This is a set departure itinerary. The Lares Valley portion
of this itinerary are fixed departure dates, and cannot be
customised. Contact us for more information.
Prices are based on per person, twin share.
Prices are correct at time of publishing but are subject to
change at any time.
All entrance fees are subject to change without prior
notice.

Price Dependent upon

Seasonality and availability at time of booking.
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SUSTAINABILITY
Being environmentally accountable is a crucial part of our organisation. Chimu is
currently striving towards using less paper, taking several initiatives to do so, and
tracking our progress along the way. Our goal: A paperless organisation. For this reason,
all information given to you will be sent electronically. We encourage those who choose
to travel with us to support our aspirations and actions and ask that you reconsider
printing out documentation. To view these documents, you can download them to your
iPad or portable computer before and during your trip.
Chimu is passionate and dedicated to sustainability measures and understands the
crucial part sustainability plays within the tourism industry.
We use local guides and office staff to both maximise local employment opportunities
and minimise carbon footprint. Local guides also ensure you benefit from the intimate
knowledge, passion, and culture of the country you’re visiting. Our guides are all highly
qualified (most with university degrees) or equipped with many years of experience and
are paid above the standard wage. Whether it be our knowledgeable local guides, locally
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produced meals, or the transport on tour, we do not use imported goods when local
products are available. We aim to minimise our impact on the environment and give as
much back as possible to the communities we work in.
While visiting the many national parks, heritage sites, museums, and landmarks, our
travellers are encouraged to explore whilst remaining culturally aware and sensitive. We
further encourage you to buy appropriate souvenirs and discourage the buying of
anything wrongfully made or taken from the environment i.e., shells and endangered
species products. Information on how you can be environmentally conscious, and travel
responsibly will be made available in our Travellers Guides and provided during your
travels by guides and staff.
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For more information on our sustainability policies, including how we are striving
towards being a paperless organisation, click HERE
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